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HANUMAN'S GREAT LEAP 


AN ARMY OF VANARAS AND BEARS, LED BY PRINCE ANGADA, 
HANUMAN AND JAMBAVAN, WAS LOOKING FOR PRINCESS SITA, 
BELOVED WIFE OF PRINCE RAMA. SHE HAP BEEN ABDUCTED BY 
RAVANA, THE RAKSHASA KING. AFTER SEARCHING THE ENTIRE 
REGION SOUTH OF THE VINDHYAS, THEY HAP REACHED THE 
SHORES OF THE OCEAN. 


AT LAST THEY GOT NEWS OF ITA FROM THE OLD KING OF VULTURES, SAMPAT: 
HAP? CARRIED HER TO HIS KINGVOM OF LANKA, 100 YOJANAS* ACROSS THE 


#ABOUT 1000 KM. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HANUMAN, THE BRAVE, MIGHTY ANZ INTELLIGENT SON OF VAYLI*, AGREED 
TO LEAP ACROSS THE SEA TO LANKA. AFTER SALUTING SURYA, INDRA, 
BRAM YU, ANP ALL BEINGS, HE TOOK POSITION ON MT MAHENDEA. 


LIKE AN ARROW 
LOOSED BY RAMA, I WILL 
FLY TO LANKA, IF I DON’T FIND 
SITA, I SHALL PROCEED TO 
HEAVEN AT THE SAME SPEED. 
IF I DON'T FIND HER EVEN 
THERE, I WILL UPROOT LANKA 
AND BRING IT HERE, WITH 

RAVANA IN CHAINS. 4 


HANUMAN'S GREAT LEAP. 


THEN HANUMAN SPRANG INTO THE AIR WITH SLICH FORCE THAT MT MAHENDRA 
SHOOK VIOLENTLY AND THE WAVES ROSE HIGH AS ROCKS CAME CRASHING OWN. 


ae pyo 
LZ 


KING SAGARA OF THE 
IKSHVAKU RACE, HELPEV 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MAINAKA, THE FOREMOST OF MOLINTAINS WHO DWELT UNDER THE SEA. 


HERE 
COMES THE 


(| HANUMAN HIT THE MOUNTAIN 
WITH SUCH FORCE... 


HANUMAN'S GREAT LEAP 


YOU HAVE UNDERTAKEN A DIFFICULT 
TASK! REST COMFORTABLY AWHILE ON 
(MY PEAKS AND THEN PROCEED ON YOUR 
JOURNEY. SAGARA MUST REPAY HIS 
DEBT TO THE VESCENDENTS OF KING 
SAGARA AND YOU ARE ENGAGED IN 
THE SERVICE OF RAMA. 


I TOO WISH TO HELP YOU, SON 
OF THE GREAT VAYU! LONG AGO, IN 
SATYA YUGA, MOUNTAINS HAZ WINGS 
AND USED TO FLY AROUND UNMINDFUL 
OF THE HAVOC THEY CALISED, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE GOP'S AND RISHIS WERE TERRIFIED, INDRA BECAME VERY ANGRY WITH THE MOUNTAINS. 


HE LOPPED OFF 
THEIR WINGS WITH 
HIS THUNDERBOLT, 
THEN HE CAME 


ny OFFER, © SON) s\ 
OF VAYU! “ 


fa f 
I AM PLEASED WITH ES 


THE HONOUR You Have Y= 
jf THE AIR AN? THEN INTO Y DONE ME BUT THE DAY IS 
4 THIS SALTY SEA. MY PASSING. I HAVE TO h 


WINGS WERE SAVED BY FOLLOW MY DUTY AND 
YOUR FATHER, VAYU, WHO. KEEP MY PROMISE. 


HANUMAN'S GREAT LEAP. 


HANUMAN ROSE INTO THE SKY AND SPEV ON. 


| 
me INDRA TO MAINAKA, | 
I AM VERY PLEASED 
‘WITH You, O GoLvEN-PEAKED\ 


LORD OF THE MOUNTAINS! {| 
YOU HAVE HELPED HANUMAN 
2 IN HIS GREAT LEAR BY 
MAKING HIM FEEL 
\y 
AY 


AS IF HE HAS RESTED, 
I GRANT YOU IMMUNITY, 
FROM FEAR! 


aw) 


HANUMAN, THE GLORIOUS 
SON OF VAYU, IS LEAPING ACROSS 
THE SEA. WE WANT TO TEST HIS PROWESS 
AND STRENGTH. PLEASE TAKE THE FORM OF A 
_\ HUGE, FRIGHTFUL RAKSHASI AND INTERRUPT 


HE CONQUERS YOU OR GIVES 
up IN DESPAIR. 


Places connected with 
THE RAMAYANA 


Some Sri Lankans believe that their country was ruled 

by a great king called Ravana in the past. And there are many 
places there that are connected with the Ramayana. 
Weragantota means ‘place of aircraft landing’ in the Sinhala 
language. It is believed to be the place where Ravana landed 
his Pushpaka Vimana. 


Sita Kotuwa is a ruined fortress surrounded by streams, 
waterfalls, limestone caves and abundant flora and fauna. It is 
said that Sita was kept captive here until she was moved to the 
Ashoka grove, where she spent the rest of her time in Lanka. 


Dunuvila (meaning ‘arrow lake’) is a spot by a lake at the 
edge of a forest from where Rama is believed to have fired 
his Brahmastra. Legend has it that Rama chose the spot so 
that he would remain safe from the effect of the dangerous 
fire weapon. 


The Sita Amman temple near Sita Eliya, a hillside village, 
is located in the Ashoka Vatika. 


There is a small stream where Sita is said to have bathed, and 
big and small holes in the rocks that are believed to be 
Hanuman's footprints in his gigantic and tiny forms. 


At Sigiriya, there is an ancient palace, which some people 
believe was originally built by Ravana. Nearby is a pond, 
which is said to be made from Sita's tears. So sorrowful was Sita 
at being separated from her beloved Rama, that her tears 
filled an entire pond. And ever since it was discovered, the 
pond has not been dry for a single day! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


YOU ARE 
DESTINED 
f TO BE MY FOOR. 
PLEASE ENTER MY 
MOUTH SO THAT I 
CAN EAT YOU, 


\ G@ RAMA, A SON OF 
mgm EMPEROR DASHARATHA, 
ENTERED THE DANDAKA 


FOREST WITH HIS 


SHE WAS CARRIED \ | 


HIS COMMAND, I AM 
GOING TO FIND HER. 
\_ You SHOUL? NOT 


'..BUT IF YOU WISH 
I PROMISE TO COME 
BACK AFTER SEEING 
SITA AND RAMA, AND 
ENTER YOUR 
(MOUTH, 


\ WEL 
FeONE CAN CeCe [2 HANNAN GREW LARGER AND LARGER, SURAGA 
ME - THAT IS THE BOON OPENED HER MOUTH WIPER AND WIDER. 


HANUMAN'S GREAT LEAP. 


IN A FLASH, 
HANUMAN 
CONTRACTED HIS 


DAKSHA! I SHALL NOW AA 


GO TO FIND SITA. — 
= << 


HANUMAN CONTINUED? ON 
THE PATH OF THE WIND 
WHICH WAS FREQUENTED 
BY MANY HEAVENLY BEINGS. 
— 2 
ay 


~ 


4I BOW TO THE DIVINE IN YOU. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ALL THE WORLD WATCHED HANUMAN FLYING ACROSS THE SKY LIKE| 
(MONG THEM WAS A RAKSHASI CALLED 


TODAY I SHALL BE SUDDENLY, 


"i IDE} { 
SATED! AFTER A LONG T Have BECOMEP r 
TIME, THIS HUGE POWERLESS. s a 
CREATURE HAS FALLEN, / ” SUGRIVA 
INTO MY HANDS! \G 


vescrisev a QY 
oC y, RAKSHASI CALLED 
d Rf sxmHzKa, WHO 
SECURES HER PREY 
BY CATCHING ITS 
SHADOW. THIS 
MUST BE HER, 


YOU HAVE PERFORMED 
A GREAT DEED! YOU POSSESS 
FIRMNESS, VISION, UNDERSTANDING 
ANT SKILL. HE WHO HAS THESE FOUR 
VIRTUES NEVER FAILS IN HIS 
UNDERTAKINGS! 


16 


HANUMAN'S GREAT LEAP. 


BOLUNPING THROLGH THE AIR LIKE GARUDA, HANUMAN PED ON TOWARDS THE END OF HIS JOURNEY. 


REALIZING THAT THE 

RAKSHASAS WOULD BECOME 

SUSPICIOUS IF THEY SAW 

HIS SIZE AND SPEED, I CAN EASILY LEAP 


HANUMAN RESUMED HIS 7 ] ACROSS HUNDREDS 
OF YOJANAS! I AM NOT 
D\ TIRED OR EVEN Our 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SOON, HANUMAN REACHED RAVANA’S BEALTIFUL CAPITAL, LANKA, WHICH WAS PERCHED ON TRIKHTA HILL. 


FOR LANKA CANNOT BE 
CONQUERED EVEN 
BY THE GODS. 


WHAT CAN EVEN THE 
MIGHTY RAMA VO WHEN HE 
REACHES THIS CITY PROTECTED BY 
RAVANA? HE CANNOT WIN OVER THE 
RAKSHASAS THROUGH PERSUASION 
OR GIFTS, TURN THEM AGAINST 
EACH OTHER, OR DEFEAT 
THEM THROUGH WARFARE, 


IF I ACT THOUGHTLESSLY 
OR TIMIDLY, AT THE WRONG 


BE WASTED, AND RAMA’S CAUSE WILL 
BE LOST. HOW SHALL I FIND SITA 
WITHOUT BEING SEEN? NOT EVEN THE 
WIN? CAN MOVE HERE WITHOUT 


THE KNOWLEDGE OF THESE 
TERRIBLE RAKSHASAS. 


HANUMAN'S GREAT LEAP 


HANUMAN DECIDED TO SET ASIVE HIS 
DOUBTS AND ‘6 COURSE OF ACTION. 
y ll aS 
ie I WILL REDUCE MY 


WY @IZE AND ENTER THE CITY 
BY NIGHT. I WILL SEARCH 


EVERY DWELLING UNTIL 
I FIN? JANAKI! 


\ 
4 i ine 7 
— z | | a T = 
TO) LE fl ; | 
—- ijt Ball all daanne 
Sy > 
art ee? 
= ff 
THIS CITY SEEMS 


IMPOSSIBLE TO CONQUER. 


ON THE OTHER HAN?, 
RAMA ANT LAKSHMANA ARE 
io} Ri 
SO 7 = 
er 
BSS 4, 
3 a 


EXTRAORDINARY MEN. 


EA aS 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE LOVELY CITY OF LANKA WAS TRANSFORMED 
5E, FRIGHTFUL RAKSHASI, THE GUARDIAN OF LAN! 


WHO ARE YOU ANZ 
WHY HAVE YOU COME HERE, O 
VANARA? SPEAK OUT THE TRUTH 


sig AS LONG AS YOU HAVE LIFE. 
—Aiiee YOU CAN NEVER INVADE THIS 
j 


# LANKA, WHICH I6 UNDER THE 
~ , PROTECTION OF RAVANA 


ANT HIS ARMY! 


I SHALL ANSWER NZ 
YOU HONESTLY, BUT 
FIRST TELL ME 
WHO YOU ARE ANZ 
WHY YOU ANGRILY 


qT iT i! 
PRET EN GUARDIAN AND SPIRIT OF 


f THIS CITY, THE SERVANT OF 
THE INVINCIBLE RAVANA. NO 
ONE CAN ENTER THIS CITY 
WITHOUT MY PERMISSION. 

Pd, TOVAY I WILL TAKE AWAY 
OUR LIFE BREATH! 


HANUMAN'S GREAT LEAP. 


HANUMAN WAS LINDALINTED BY LANKA. 


I HAVE COME TO SEE 

THE CITY OF LANKA WITH 

ITS PALACES, FORT AND 

ARCHWAYS. I AM ALSO EAGER 

TO EXPLORE ITS FORESTS, Z 

GARVENS, GROVES AND y 

HAVING SEEN 
MANSIONS. THIS CITY, O GOO 
WOMAN, I SHALL 
RETURN AS 


THAT IS 
IMPOSSIBLE, 
UNLESS YOU CAN 
OVERPOWER 


SPARE ME, ~\ 
(MIGHTY ONE! THE 
STRONG AND BRAVE 
ALWAYS HONOUR 
THE CODE OF BECAUSE 
CHIVALRY. YOU ARE A 
WOMAN, I WILL 
NOT GIVE WAY 
TO MY ANGER, 


ZF, 


THE NEXT MOMENT - 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


I TELL YOU THIS TRUTH: BRAHMA 
HIMSELF PROPHESIED THAT WHEN A 
VANARA DEFEATS ME, THE DESTRUCTION 
OF THE RAKSHASAS IS NEAR. THAT TIME NO co en 
WHAT HAS BEEN ORDAINED) 
HAS NOW ARRIVED; THE EVIL RAVANA BY SRALIMA, THEREFORE 
AND ALL HIS RAKSHASAS WILL YOU MAY PURSUE YOUR 
BE DESTROYED BECALISE SEARCH FOR SITA, THIS, 


OF SITA. CITY IS DOOMED, 


HAVING SUBDUED LANKA, HANUMAN CONTINUED ON HIS WAY. HE WALKED ALONG THE MAIN ROA. LAUGHTER 
SPILLED OUT OF BRIGHTLY-LIT HOUSES. THE AIR RESOUNDPED WITH THE TINKLING OF ORNAMENTS ANZ 
INTING OF VERSES FROM THE VEDAS. 


HANUMAN'S GREAT LEAP 


HANUMAN WALKED THROUGH THE CITY CENTRE WHICH WAS CROWDED WITH PEOPLE, SOME OF THEM 
RAVANA'S SPIES. 0 S T 


AN? BEJEWELLED ELEPHANTS. 
= 7 


m\ 2s i 
L 
p: f 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HANUMAN ENTERED THE PALACE AREA WHERE INTOXICA’ 
RAKSHASAS TALKED AND QUARRELLED WITH EACH OTHER. 


WN os 
VR wi 
= 16 
\ PERI 
T 


— 
Hat 
THAT 
FUME! 

ie So 
= 


INSIDE THE MANSIONS, BEAUTIFUL WOMEN SAT WITH THEIR: 
CONSORTS, RESTED ON SILKEN BEDS OR BEAUTIFIED THEMSELVES. 


HANUMAN'S GREAT LEAP 


HE ENTERED A COURTYARD GUARDED BY RAKSHASAS AND THRONGED BY JO 
5 : 7 on 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AT LAST, HE CAME TO RAVANA’S QUARTERS. 
q 


THERE STOOP THE MAGNIFICENT PUSHPAKA VIMANA, WHICH 

MOVED SWIFTLY WHEREVER ITS MASTER'S THOUGHTS DIRECTED 
IT. BUILT BY VISHWAKARMA FOR BRAHMA, IT HAP BEEN WON BY 
RAVANA’S HALF-BROTHER, KUBERA, THROUGH SEVERE TAPAS. 


RAVANA HAZ WON IT FROM KUBERA IN BATTLE. 


HANUMAN'S GREAT LEAP 


INSIDE THE PALACE - 


‘SNIFF.SNIFF. 
WHAT A DIV: 
oo FRAGRANCE! 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


JAN? THEN HE SAW THE HANDSOME RAVANA SLEEPING ON A DAIS MADE OF CRYSTAL.) 4 


(\ Se 


WS 


HANUMAN'S GREAT LEAP 


EVERY ONE OF RAVANA’S WIVES HAD 
MARRIED? HIM WILLINGLY, WON OVER: 
BY HIS VALOUR ANP GOOP LOOKS. 


IF ONLY RAVANA 
HAD LET SITA REMAIN 
HAPPILY WITH HER 


ABDUCTING HER 
60 VILELY! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


..BUT SOON REALISED HIS ERROR. HANUMAN WANDERED INTO THE BANQUETING HALL... 
SEPARATED FROM Pa Sy 5 Cee 


——— 
3} 


P\ ANOTHER MAN, NOT EVEN INDRA 
HIMSELF, FOR THERE 
I6 NO ONE EQUAL 
TO RAMA. 
> 


ANZ THEN INTO A 


I SHOULD \ 
NOT BE HERE AND YET 
IF I HAVE TO LOOK FOR | 
SITA, I HAVE TO SEARCH 
AMONG WOMEN. I 


sf 


[ 7 
=> 
—o~| |) J / 


HANUMAN'S GREAT LEAP 


HANUMAN CONTINUED HIS SEARCH. HE SCOURED 
THE STREETS, PARKS, GARDENS, MANSIONS, PICTURE 
GALLERIES, BANQUETING HALLS ANP BED CHAMBERS. 


"HE LOOKED IN BASEMENTS, SHEDS, 
PLEASURE HOUSES, CROSSROADS, 
PLATFORMS AROUND TREES, WELLS, SS, 
PONDS AND THE PLISHPAKA VIMANA. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


I CANNOT FIND ALL MY EFFORTS: 

SITA ANYWHERE. SURELY OF LEAPING ACROSS 
SHE IS DEAD! THIS WICKED THE SEA, ENTERING LANKA 
RAKSHASA MUST HAVE KILLED. ANT SURVEYING THE RAKSHASA 

HER. OR SHE MUST HAVE DIE KINGVOM HAVE BEEN 
OF TERROR ON SEEING FRUITLESS. WHAT CAN I SAY 
HIS FRIGHTFUL TO THE VANARAS WHEN THEY. 
SERVANTS. ASK ME WHAT I HAVE 
3 ACCOMPLISHED? 


SAMPATI SAID 
THAT SITA IS IN LANKA 
BUT SHE I NOT TO BE FOUND. 
MAYBE SHE ESCAPED RAVANA'S OR MAYBE 
GRASP AND FELL INTO THE 5€a.or | cute £6 STILL HERE, 
MAYBE SHE WAS DEVOURED BY CF wartine LrKe a caceo 
THE ANGRY RAKSHASA OR HIS MYNA. BUT WHETHER SITA I 
t JEALOUS WIVES BECAUSE LIVING UNSEEN OR IS DEAD, 
‘SHE WOULD NOT SUBMIT fq) IT Is UNBEARABLE NEWS TO 
CARRY TO RAMA, IT WOULD 
BE WRONG NOT TO TELL 
HIM, BUT IF I DO, 
A TRAGEDY MAY 
FOLLOW. 


is) 


HANUMAN'S GREAT LEAP 


HANUMAN WAS OVERCOME BY DESPAIR. 


WHEN RAMA HEARS 
THAT I HAVE NOT FOUND 
41TA, HE WILL GIVE UP HIS 
LIFE. SEEING HIS GRIEF, LAKSHMANA 
TOO WILL DIE. HEARING OF THE 
DEATH OF THE TWO BROTHERS, 
BHARATA TOO WILL VIE, 
AND SHATRUGHNA 
WILL FOLLOW HIM. 


IF I RETURN TO 
KISHKINDHA, THE ENTIRE 


WILL BE DESTROYED, HENCE I CANNOT 
RETURN. THEN THOSE TWO VIRTUOUS 
PRINCES WILL CONTINUE TO 
HOPE. I SHALL GIVE UP 
MY LIFE HERE. 


/ KAUSALYA, 

PL 2umiTRA AND 
KAIKEYI WILL PERISH 
ON HEARING OF THE DEATH 
OF THEIR SONS. SUGRIVA, 
TOO, WILL GIVE UP HIS 
LIFE, AN RUMA, TARA 
AND ANGAZA WILL 
FOLLOW HIM. 


a7 


i 


Burt IT I6 NOT 
‘GOOD TO KILL ONESELF 
BESIDES, IF I PRESERVE 
MY LIFE, MY FORTUNE MAY 
IMPROVE IN TIME. 5O I 
SHALL REMAIN IN THE 
FOREST AS A HERMIT, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


lle, 


PERSEVERANCE I5 I WILL AVENGE SITA’S 
THE ROOT OF PROSPERITY. ABDUCTION! I SHALL MAKE 
IT REWARDS ONE'S EFFORTS SHORT WORK OF THAT MIGHTY 
WITH SUCCESS. I SHALL TEN-HEAVED RAVANA! OR I SHALL 
THEREFORE MAKE A SUPREME CARRY HIM ACROSS THE SEA AN? 
EFFORT AND SEARCH LANKA OFFER HIM TO RAMA LIKE 
UNTIL I FIND SITA! A SACRIFICIAL ANIMAL! 


I HAVE NOT YET 
EXPLORED THIS LARGE 
GROVE OF ASHOKA 
TREES. LET ME LOOK 
FOR SITA HERE. 


HANUMAN'S GREAT LEAP 


LAKSHMANA ANZ JANAKI! 
SALUTATIONS TO RUDRA, 
INDRA, YAMA AND VAYU! HAIL! 
TO BRAHMA, VISHNU, SURYA, 
CHANDRA, AGNI AND THE 
MARUTS*! VICTORY TO 


SUGRIVA! 


DELIGHTFUL PLACE, 
WITH THESE LOTUS 
PONS AN THIS COOL, 
CLEAR STREAM! 


SITA IS FOND 


OF ROAMING IN THE 
Woors. IN HER SORROW, 
I AM SURE SHE WILL COME 
HERE TO PRAY. LET ME 
KEEP WATCH FROM 
THIS TREE. 

= 


4WIND GODS 


THE ASHOKA 
VANA * 


IN 


IN THE ASHOKA VANA 


= 
SITA WILL COME 


TO THIS STREAM 
\ FoR RELIEF FROM 


THE ONE WE SAW BEING CARRIED AWA’ 
SO! sy THE RAKSHASA. THAT FADED GARMENT 15 4 
THE SAME COLOUR AS THE SHINING GOLV 
CLOTH SHE DROPPED FROM THE SKY... HER 
ORNAMENTS TOO LOOK LIKE THE 
ONES DESCRIBED BY RAMA. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


LADY WHO 15 ALWAYS 
IN HIS MIND, FOR WHOM 
HE IS SUFFERING SO 
MUCH SORROW ANZ 
ANGUISH. 


BOY Her Beaury 

MATCHES RAMA 
PERFECTLY. IN CHARACTER, 

AGE AN? CONDUCT TOO, 
THEY ARE WELL MATCHED. 
THIS MUST BE SITA, 
FOR WHOM RAMA 
IS GRIEVING. 


‘BELOVED WIFE OF Rama, ™ 
WHO DESERVES ALL HONOUR, 


THEY HAVE BOTH SURVIVED. 
THE SEPARATION ONLY 
BECAUSE THEIR 
MINDS ARE SET ON 
EACH OTHER! 


: 7 BECALISE OF HER 
> CONFIDENCE IN RAMA’S 
COURAGE ANT LAKSHMANA’S 
INTELLIGENCE, SHE I5 AS 
CALM AS THE HOLY GANGA. FOR J 
HER SAKE, RAMA KILLED AND 14,000 
PRS KABANDHA, VIRADHA, TERRIBLE RAKSHASAS 
KHARA, DUSHANA... ‘OF SANASTHANA. FOR HER’ 
SAKE, HE KILLED VALI AND 
MADE SUGRIVA KING OF THE 
VANARAS. IF RAMA WERE TO 


A TURN THE UNIVERSE UPSIDE 
DOWN FOR HER SAKE, 
IT WOULD ALL BE \ 
5 JUSTIFIED! 
¢ oe 


3 


Ck 


«( 


ES Ws x( 


% 


SHE IS THE 
BJ AUGHTER-IN-LAW OF 
: THE GREAT KING VASHARATHA, 
2ITA 9 Be] WHO NEVER TURNED HIS BACK UPON \ibS 

UNSWERVING IN 

HER DEVOTION TO 4 
HER LORD, SHE EMERGED FOREST, CONTENT TO LIVE ON 
FROM THE EARTH WHEN y Ba FRUITS AND ROOTS AS LONG fp 

A FIELD WAS BEING [53 


SIGHT. SEPARATED FROM 
HER BELOVED HUSBAND, SHE 
I6 LIKE A WILTED LOTUS. YET, 
HER LOVE ANZ CONFIDENCE 
IN HER HUSBAND AUT 

TO HER BEAUTY! J 


IN THE ASHOKA VANA 


THIS MUST 
BE RAVANA, WHOM I 
SAW SLEEPING IN THAT 
SOMEONE IS LUXURIOUS BEDROOM, 
APPROACHING! LAST NIGHT! 


SITA, CATCHING SIGHT OF RAVANA, TREMGLEV LIKE A TREE IN 
THE WINZ. fm 


DESTROY THIS WHY 7O YOU TRY 

EVIL RAKSHASA TO HIDE YOURSELF? 
YOU HAVE NOTHING 
TO FEAR FROM ME, 
\ BELOVED ONE! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


RAVANA WAS DETERMINED TO WIN OVER SITA. 


IT HAS ALWAYS 
/ BEEN THE PRACTICE 
AMONG RAKSHASAS 
TO CARRY AWAY THE 
WIVES OF OTHERS 
BY FORCE. 
YET, I WILL 
NOT TOUCH YOU 
WITHOUT YOUR 
CONSENT. HAVE 
CONFIVENCE IN 
ME, GIVE ME YOUR, 
LOVE, ADORABLE 
SITA! 


ACCEPT ME AND ENJOY LIFE! 

YOU SHALL HAVE DIVINE CLOTHES 
ANZ ORNAMENTS, EXQUISITE BEDS, 
COUCHES, MUSIC AND DANCING, 

O PRINCESS OF MITHILA! 


WOMEN! 9O NOT 


F TC 
ALLOW GRIEF TO SaaSiNGT 


NECESSARY OR 
PROPER FOR YOU 
TO LIE ON THE 
GROUND, BROOTING,| 
WEARING SOILED 
CLOTHES AND 
FASTING. GIVE 
uP THIS 
FOLLY! 


“YOUR CHARMING YOUTH 


{1S PASSING. LIKE THE CURRENT 
OF A STREAM, IT WILL NEVER RETURN. 
BE MY CONSORT, THE FOREMOST QUEEN | 
OF ALL MY EXCELLENT WIVES. I WILL 
CONQUER THE ENTIRE EARTH ¢ 
AND OFFER IT TO JANAKA 
FOR YOUR SAKE! 


IN THE ASHOKA VANA 


I HAVE NO EQUAL IN THE 
UNIVERSE - I HAVE DEFEATED ALL 
THE GODS AS WELL AS THE RAKSHASAS 
MORE THAN ONCE IN BATTLE. O 
TIMID ONE, BESTOW YOUR 
FAVOUR ON ME, 


HE LIVES IN THE FOREST, 
OBSERVES SACRED VOWS AND 

4 M LIES ON THE GROUND. I DOUBT 

YOU: (ANY SEPT LANY: AN? WHETHER HE EVEN SURVIVES. 


RICHES TO OTHERS AS YOU bs . 
DESIRE - GIVE ME ORvERS ) en pepe Suinrreacpcag 


BOLDLY! LOOK AT ALL MY WEALTH 


RAMA CANNOT COMPARE 
WITH ME IN SPIRITUAL OR 
MATERIAL WEALTH, POWER, FAME 
OR VALOUR. OH JANAKI! I CANNOT 
BEAR TO SEE YOU UNHAPPY! ACCEPT 
ME, AND WE SHALL ROAM HAPPILY 
IN THE FLOWERING 
GROVES! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


FOLLOW THE ETERNAL 
DHARMA AND PROTECT THE 
WIVES OF OTHERS, O RAKSHASA! ARE 
THERE NO GOOD MEN TO ADVISE YOU? 
EVEN THE GREATEST KINGVOMS ARE 
RUINED WHEN THE RULER CANNOT 
CONTROL HIS MIND, LANKA WILL 
PERISH BECAUSE OF YOUR 
WRONGDOING. 


BUT SITA’S MIND WAS SET ON RAMA, AND RAMA ALONE. 
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AS THE . 
DEVOTED WIFE OF 
ANOTHER MAN, I CAN 
NEVER BE YOURS. 
WITHDRAW YOUR MIND 


\ nm G7 
I AM INSEPARABLE FROM 


RAMA. HAVING RESTED ON HIS 
ARM, HOW CAN I REST ON 
ANYONE ELSE'S? 


. / MAKE FRIENDS WITH Y 


HIM, FOR HE IS KINZ. 
TO THOSE WHO SEEK HIS 
PROTECTION. BUT IF YOU 

ENRAGE HIM, YOU WILL 

SOON HEAR THE TWANG 


IN THE ASHOKA VANA 


YOU CANNOT STAND BEFORE 
RAMA ANT LAKSHMANA, ANY MORE THAN 
‘A DOG BEFORE A PAIR OF TIGERS. AFTER HE 
DESTROYED THE RAKSHASAS OF JANASTHANA, 
YOU ENTERED OUR ASHRAM LIKE A COWARD 
AND CARRIED ME AWAY. THERE IS NO 
PLACE YOU CAN HIVE FROM 
RAMA’S ANGER... 


wNOT EVEN IN 
KUBERA’S MOUNTAIN AZ 
HOME OR KING VARUNA’S USUALLY WOMEN 
COUNCIL CHAMBER. RESPOND TO KINDNESS) 
YOU ARE DOOMED! BUT YOU HAVE ONLY 
CONTEMPT FOR ME! 
MY LOVE FOR YOU 
RESTRAINS MY 


GIVE YOU TWO MONTHS. IF YOU 9O NOT 
AGREE TO MARRY ME THEN, I WILL HAVE 
YOU MINCED AND COOKED FOR 
MY BREAKFAST! 


SITA GATHERED UP HER COURAG! 


SURELY THERE IS NO 
MAN IN THIS CITY WITH 
\, YOUR WELFARE AT HEART, 
| SINCE NO ONE TRIES TO STOP 
YOU FROM COMMITTING SUCH 
A TERRIBLE ACT! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IF YOU AND RAMA 
MEET IN COMBAT, YOU 
WILL LOOK LIKE A HARE 
CONFRONTING AN ELEPHANT. 
YOU CAN BOAST LIKE THIS 
ONLY AS LONG AS HE IS OUT 


OF SIGHT. WHY ELSE DID 


YOU LURE RAMA AWAY 
BEFORE CARRYING 
ME OFF? 


HOW 90 YOUR CRUEL 
YELLOW EYES NOT FALL TO 
THE GROUND WHEN YOU LOOK AT ME, 
YOU TEN-HEAVED MONSTER! I COULD 
TURN YOU TO ASHES MYSELF, BUT I 
PREFER TO WAIT FOR RAMA. 


Gf SINCE YOU ARE 
DEVOTED TO A MAN 
WITH NEITHER MERIT 
NOR FORTUNE, I SHALL 
GET RID OF YOU 
THIS VERY DAY! 


Lee ee 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AFTER RAVANA HAP LEFT, EKATATA, HARUIATA, VIKATA, DURMUKHI AND ALL THE OTHER RAKSHASIS 
CROWDED AROLIND $ITA. Ze 


WHY DON'T YOU 
ACCEPT THE PROPOSAL 


THE 33 GOVS*, THE NAGAS, 
GANDHARVAS AND Y 
RAKSHASAS. 


412 ADITYAS, 1! RUDRA, 8 VASUS 
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IN THE ASHOKA VANA 


THE SUN AND THE 
WIN? FEAR HIM, TREES 
RAIN DOWN FLOWERS WHEN 
HE IS NEAR AND MOUNTAINS 
AND CLOUDS RELEASE THEIR 


MARRY HIM AND 
WATER AT HIS COMMAND. 
HE IS HEROIC, PROUID, ENJOY HIS ENCHANTING 


PALACE, SOFT BEDS AND 
ENP POWER EEN: THE RICHES OF THE 
THREE WORL?S WITH 
HIM, HE WILL DEVOTE 
HIMSELF TO YOU. 


YOU ARE ATTACHED 
TO THE UNSUCCESSFUL 
AND UNSTABLE RAMA 
BECALISE YOU ARE A 
MERE HUMAN. ACCEPT 
OUR KIND ADVICE 
CHEERFULLY; OR ELSE, 

You SHALL vie! 


, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


YOUR ADVICE 
IS CHEAP AND SINFUL, 
AN? CANNOT SWAY 
MY MIND. 


EVEN IF HE 
IS DEPRIVED OF 
HIS KINGDOM OR 
DESTITUTE, I AM 

EVER DEVOTED TO 
MY HUSBAND 
RAMA... 


SHE DOES NOT 
DESERVE TO HAVE 
RAVANA, THE SUPREME 


GOOD LUCK TO YOU, 


SITA! YOU HAVE FOLLOWED 


THE CODE OF CONDUCT OF 
A HUMAN BEING, ANZ SHOWN 


HUSBAND, BUT ANYTHING 
IN EXCESS LEADS 
TO TROUBLE. 


AS SAVITRI 
IS TO SATYAVAN, OR 
DAMAYANTI TO NALA. YOU 
CAN ALL VEVOUR ME IF YOU 
WILL - I SHALL NEVER 
FOLLOW YOUR ADVICE! 


IN THE ASHOKA VANA 


TAKE RAVANA FOR YOUR 
HUSBAND. HE IS VALIANT AND 
HANDSOME, BRILLIANT ANZ 
GENEROUS, YOU WILL RULE 
THE THREE WORLDS! 


IF YOU VO 
I WANT TO 
NOT FOLLOW THIS EAT HER LIVER 


ADVICE, I WILL 
TEAR OUT YOUR 
HEART AND FEAST, 


WHEN WE TELL 
THE KING THAT SHE 
16 DEAD, HE WILL 
SURELY TELL US TO 
EAT HER! 
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»" WE HAVE PUT 
uP WITH YOUR 
RUDE, STUPLD REMARKS 
OUT OF KINDNESS. NOW 
SHAKE OFF THIS GLOOM 
AND ACCEPT RAVANA 


CHEERFULLY “4 


WHY WAIT? 
LET US SQUEEZE 
THE NECK OF 
THIS HEARTLESS, 


DIVIVE HER 
FLESH EQUALLY, 
TO AVOID 
DISPUTES, 


{ BRING SOME 
WINE! LET US ENJOY 
IT WITH HUMAN 
FLESH AND THEN 
DANCE BEFORE 
NIKUMBHILA*! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SITA WAS OVERCOME WITH FEAR AND SORROW. A 
(OH RAMA! OH LAKSHMANA, 
(OH KAUISALYA - MY MOTHER-IN-LAW! 
- A PERSON CANNOT DIE UNTIL THEIR 
‘A HUMAN BEING ~ APPOINTED TIME. THAT IS WHY I 
CANNOT BECOME THE AM STILL ALIVE, THOUGH SEPARATED 
WIFE OF A RAKSHASA. FROM RAMA AND TORMENTED BY 
I WILL NEVER FOLLOW, z FIERCE RAKSHASIS! 
YOUR ADVICE! 


I WILL NOT MARRY 

. RAVANA EVEN IF I AM 

SOME GREAT SIN IN A PREVIOUS HACKED TO PIECES, 

7 LIFE. THAT IS WHY I AM UNDERGOING ROASTED IN A FIRE OR 
THIS TERRIBLE SORROW. I VO NOT cag BURNT. I FEAR THE WISE 
WISH TO LIVE, FOR RAMA CAN NEVER AND MERCIFUL RAMA NO 
REACH ME HERE. I AM WASTING AWAY S LONGER CARES FOR ME, 
THROUGH GRIEF - SURELY I CANNOT, HIS UNFORTUNATE WIFE. 

SURVIVE FOR LONG. 


EVEN THOUGH 
THIS ISLAND IS DIFFICULT 
TO REACH, RAMA’S ARROWS 
CANNOT BE STOPPED... I FEAR 
THAT RAMA DOES NOT 
KNOW I AM HERE. 


HE WOULD REDUCE LANKA 
TO ASHES AND BURN UP THE 
OCEAN! THEN SURELY THE 
RAKSHASIS WOULD BE WAILING 
IN EVERY HOUSE, AS I AM 
NOW! IF ONLY RAMA KNEW 
WHERE I WAS! 


IN THE ASHOKA VANA 


IF HE DIV, HE WOULD 
NEVER PUT UP WITH THIS 


OUTRAGE. IF RAMA ONLY KNEW I 
WAS HERE, HE WOULD EXTERMINATE 


THE RAKSHASAS THIS 


SOON IT WILL BE THE 
TIME FIXED FOR MY DEATH BY 
RAVANA, WHO CARES NOTHING FOR 
VIRTUE. THOUGH I CANNOT SEE RAMA, 
I SHALL SOON SEE LORD YAMA. 
PERHAPS RAMA IS HIMSELF IN 
HEAVEN, DELIGHTING 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MAYBE THE WISE RAMA YY \ it 
NO LONGER HAS ANY USE FOR A WIFE... ® \ OH WRETCHED, 
BUT RAMA WOULD NEVER SPLIRN MY LOVE. STUBBORN AND SINFUL 
MAYBE RAVANA HAS KILLED BOTH RAMA SYX\ 
AND LAKSHMANA... SITUATED AS I AM, 
I SHALL SURELY DIE! 


WITH PLEASURE 
TODAY! 


NOT BE ABLE TO FEAST 
ON SITA. I JUST HAD AN 
EARLY-MORNING DREAM, 
WHICH MAKES MY HAIR 


IN THE ASHOKA VANA 


I SAW SITA UNITED 
WITH RAMA. I SAW THEM 
ON THE BACK OF A HUGE 
FOUR-TUSKED ELEPHANT, 

APPROACHING LANKA. 
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T SAW RAMA —~ 


ARRIVING HERE WITH 
LAKSHMANA, CLAD IN WHITE,| 
WITH A WHITE GARLAND, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THEN I SAW RAMA 
MOVING NORTHWART IN 
THE PUSHPAKA VIMANA. RAMA 
CANNOT BE CONQUERED BY 
GODS, RAKSHASAS, ASURAS OR 
ANYONE ELSE. I SAW RAVANA 
TOO WITH HIS HEAD 
SHAVED... 


/ YOU WILL SEE HOW RAMA’ 
KUMBHAKARNA RESCUES SITA AND PUNISHES 
AND ALL THE SONS = THOSE WHO ILL-TREATED HIS 
OF RAVANA DEPARTED , BELOVED WIFE! IF YOU WANT 
TO LIVE, SPEAK KINDLY 
TO HER AND BEG HER 
FORGIVENESS! 
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IN THE ASHOKA VANA 
Sa aa , 
Rog 


ONLY SITA CAN SHIELD Y 
YOU FROM THE TERRIBLE 
DANGER THAT THREATENS 

US IN THE FORM OF RAMA. 

I BELIEVE SHE WILL BE 

RESCUED SOON. SEE THE 
- GOOD OMENS THAT 
ATTEN? HER! 


WORDS TURN 
OUT TO BE TRUE, 
O TRIJATA, 

I SHALL SURELY 
BE YOUR 
PROTECTOR! 


COURAGE FAILED HER. bes 
he 


I AM SURE RAMA ANT 
LAKSHMANA WERE KILLED BY. 
THE RAKSHASA DISGUISED AS 
WILL SLIP AWAY QUICKLY. A DEER. IT IS ALL MY FAULT! 
SURELY RAVANA WILL I WILL KILL MYSELF AND 
CUT ME UP INTO PIECES PROCEED TO YAMA'S 


Ree BEFORE RAMA 
Spe) ARRIVES HERE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BUT HELP WAS NEAR. IN THE DEPTHS OF DESPAIR,| |UP IN THE ASHOKA TREE, HANUMAN HAP BEEN (ii 
SITA SUDDENLY FELT HOPE RISING IN HER HEART.| |WATCHING ANP LISTENING ALL THIS WHILE. 


I HAVE FOUND SITA! 
MOVING ABOUT AS A SPY, 

I HAVE LEARNT SOMETHING 
ABOUT THE STRENGTH OF RAVANA 
AND HIS PEOPLE. IT IS UP TO 
(ME TO COMFORT RAMA'S 
SUFFERING WIFE. 


‘ 
I MUST REASSURE Ls ia R ae 
HER BEFORE I RETURN TO \ ARMY TO RESCUE HER, IT ee 
KISHKINDHA. IF SHE DOES NOT WILL BE TOO LaTe. YET, El 
SEE ANY REASON TO HOPE, SHE I CANNOT SPEAK TO HER Jag e 
MAY GIVE UP HER LIFE AND < OPENLY IN FRONT OF pa a 
MY MISSION WILL HAVE he 2. THE RAKSHASIS. 
BEEN IN VAIN. Ip Z 


IN THE ASHOKA VANA 
HANUMAN PONDERED DEEPLY ON THIS PROBLEM. 


THOUGH I AM A VANARA, 

I WILL SPEAK TO HER IN 
SANSKRIT - NOT PURE SANSKRIT, 
BUT THE LANGUAGE OF ORDINARY 
PEOPLE. OTHERWISE, SHE MIGHT 
GET FRIGHTENED, THINKING I AM 

RAVANA, IF SHE RAISES A HUE AND. 


WHAT SHALL 
I VO? I MUST FIND AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TO 
HER SOMEHOW. 


I AM SURE I CAN DEFEAT 
THE RAKSHASA ARMY, BUT I 


CANNOT TAKE A RISK. IF I AM 
KILLED OR CAPTURED, THERE I5 
NO OTHER VANARA WHO CAN LEAP 
ACROSS THE SEA AND HELP RAMA. 
AND THOSE BLOODTHIRSTY 
RAKSHASAS WILL SURELY 
KILL SITA. 


CRY, THE RAKSHASIS WILL 
CALL THE GUARDS. 


THE SUCCESS OF A 
(MISSION DEPENDS ON THE 
THOUGHTFUL AND INTELLIGENT 
ACTIONS OF THE MESSENGER. 

I MUST SPEAK TO HER, YET I 
CANNOT SPEAK OPENLY. AND I HAVE 
TO ENSURE THAT SHE LISTENS 
TO ME WITHOUT GETTING 
FRIGHTENED. 


b. yy SPEAKING SOFTLY, 


‘SWEETLY ANT CLEARLY, 
I SHALL SING THE 
PRAISES OF RAMA. THAT 
WILL SURELY INSPIRE 


I ~~), 


ne 


me 8 EVOTEV TOTHE = ™ 


WELFARE OF ALL CREATURES, " 
HE WAS LOVED BY ALL. THIS 

HERO WENT TO THE FOREST IN 

}} EXILE, IN ORDER TO HONOUR A 

h PROMISE MADE BY HIS FATHER. 

RHE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 


1 WIFE SITA AND HIS 


me BROTHER LAKSHMANA. afl 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ha! A 
GQ ae 


IN THE LINE OF 
Po THE IKSHVAKUS, THERE 
WAS A WEALTHY, POWERFUL, 


aa COMPASSIONATE KING NAMED q 
<4) DASHARATHA, WHO WAS FAMOUS fi 


FOR HIS GOOD DEEDS. HIS 
ELDEST SON, RAMA, THE 
FOREMOST OF ARCHERS, 

WAS AN UPHOLDER OF 


IN THAT VAST FOREST, 
RAMA KILLED MANY POWERFUL 
RAKSHASAS WHO COULD CHANGE 
THEIR FORM AT WILL, ANGERED BY 
B THE DEATH OF HIS BROTHERS AND 
} OTHER RAKSHASAS, RAVANA LURED 
Rh RAMA AWAY WITH A RAKSHASA 
M. VISGUISED AS A DEER, AND 
Dee CARRIED SITA AWAY. 


IN THE ASHOKA VANA 
L WHILE SEARCHING — 
MA? FOR THAT DIVINE LADY, RAMA 
7 MET A VANARA NAMED SUGRIVA. 
THEY BECAME FRIENDS AND 


RAMA BESTOWED THE VANARA 
KINGZOM ON SUGRIVA AFTER 
KILLING VALI. SUGRIVA SENT f 
THOESANT2 OF VANARAS ' al b SAKE OF THAT LARGE-EYED 
) “ LADY. P 


SAMPATI, I LEAPT ACROSS 
THE 100-YOJANA WIDE 


TO LOOK FOR SITA. 
“ <1 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SUDDENLY, SITA CAUGHT SIGHT OF HANUMAN... eo AND FAINTED IN TERROR. 
qn =z 
. ‘ 


WHEN SHE REGAINED CONSCIOUSNESS - | f ACCORDING TO 
TRADITION, IT 15 BAD 


(MAY GOOD FORTUNE ATTEND 
RAMA, LAKSHMANA ANT MY 
FATHER! YET, THIS CANNOT BE 


PREVENTS ME FROM 
SLEEPING. 


AYBE I AM 
IMAGINING ALL THIS 
BECAUSE I THINK OF 

RAMA CONSTANTLY. YET, THIS 
MONKEY HAS SUCH A CONCRETE 
FORM, HE IS EVEN TALKING 
TO ME! O BRUHASPATI, INDRA, 
BRAHMA AND AGNI! MAY 
THIS MONKEY'S WORDS 
PROVE TRUE! 


IN THE ASHOKA VANA 


WHO ARE YOU, A 
O BLAMELESS LADY WITH \ FROM VARIOUS 
EYES LIKE LOTUS PETALS? MARKS AND CHARACTERISTICS, 
WHO 15 YOUR SON, FATHER, I THINK YOU MUST BE THE 
BROTHER OR HUSBAND? DAUGHTER OF A KING AS WELL 
FROM WHICH WORLD AS THE WIFE OF A KING, 
HAVE YOU COME? 


IF YOU ARE SITA, 


STOLEN AWAY FORCIBLY BY 
RAVANA FROM JANASTHANA, YOU 
MAY TELL ME WITHOUT FEAR. 
YOUR SAV PLIGHT, ETHEREAL 
BEAUTY AND SIMPLE DRESS LEAD 
ME TO CONCLUDE THAT YOU = I AM A DAUGHTER-IN-LAW 
ARE THE CONSORT OF / OF DASHARATHA, THE GREATEST 
\ OF KINGS ON EARTH, I AM THE 
DAUGHTER OF THE HIGH-SOULED 
KING JANAKA, AN? WIFE OF 
THE WISE SRI RAMA! 


WHILE 
PREPARATIONS - 
FOR THE CEREMONY VI" sr rama 15 INSTALLED, IT WILL 
WERE GOING ON, QUEEN BE THE END OF MY LIFE! I SHALL NO 
KAIKEYI SAID TO LONGER EAT OR DRINK. IF YOU VO NOT WISH 
HER HUSBAND. = 


HAPPILY IN RAMA’S PALACE FOR 
12 YEARS. IN THE THIRTEENTH 
YEAR, THE KING AND HIS ADVISORS 
DECIDED TO INSTALL RAMA 
ON THE THRONE. 


RAMA BOWED TO HIS FATHER’S 
COMMAND, WHICH WAS DEARER TO HIM s 
THAN THE THRONE OF AYODHYA. RENOLINCING LAA 
THE KINGYOM AND ALL HIS RICHES, HE GAVE 
ME INTO HIS MOTHER'S CARE. BUT 
I CANNOT STAY EVEN IN HEAVEN 
WITHOUT RAMA... 


WHILE STAYING IN 
THE DANDAKA FOREST, I WAS 
ALREADY VONNED BARK ROBES \ I/ agpucTED BY THE EVIL-MINDED 
TO ACCOMPANY HIS ELDEST RAVANA. NOW HE HAS GIVEN ME 
BROTHER. RESPECTING THE TWO MONTHS MORE TO LIVE. 
COMMAND OF OUR KING, ANZ AFTER THAT, I SHALL 
STEADFAST IN OUR VOWS, GIVE UP MY LIFE. 
WE ENTERED THE WILD, 
DENSE FOREST. 


I AM RAMA’S 
MESSENGER, ANZ 
HAVE COME TO 


IN THE ASHOKA VANA 


SUDDENLY, SITA'S FEARS RETURNED. 


RAMA I5 WELL. 7 eee Lita 
HE ENQUIRES ABOUT YOUR ee ee 
WELFARE. FAITHFUL LAKSHMANA 
SALUTES YOU WITH HIS 


HEAD BENT LOW. A WANTERING SADHU TO 


JANASTHANA. MISERABLE 
AND STARVED AS I AM, 
HOW TRUE IT q/ YOU OUGHT NOT TO 
16 THAT JOY COMES i. TORTURE ME! 
TO A SURVIVOR, . = 

EVEN IF IT TAKES A 
b HUNDRED YEARS! 


WHAT A SWEET DREAM 
Be eh ike } THIS IS! IF ONLY I COULD 
SEE RAMA AND LAKSHMANA TOO 
FEART ON SEEING IN MY DREAM..YET, IT CANNOT 
u BE A DREAM BECAUSE 


- fi DREAMING OF A VANARA ONLY 
RAMA’S MESSENGER, BRINGS SORROW. AM 


MAY GOOD BETIVE You! I GOING MAD? 

TELL ME ABOUT RAMA, 

O GENTLE VANARA, FOR 
NOTHING COULD 
PLEASE ME MORE! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


GLORIOUS AS THE \ ‘ 
SUN, BELOVED AS THE oo RAMA'S, ANGRY 


MOON, RAMA DELIGHTS THE Z ARROWS WILL SOON 
WORL?, HE IS AS VALIANT Z DESTROY THE SINFUL RAVANA. 


AS VISHNU, AS TRUTHFUL s FULL OF SORROW CALISED BY 
AND SWEET-SPOKEN AS SEPARATION FROM YOU, HE HAS 
BRUHASPATI. c SENT ME TO FIND YOU. HIS 
4 FRIEND SUGRIVA, THE VANARA 
HE Is THE . KING, HAS ALSO SENT HIS 
FOREMOST OF AS GREETINGS. 
WARRIORS, HANDSOME N 
AND GRACEFUL. HE 
PUNISHES THE WICKED 
AN? PROTECTS 


& ig SOON RAMA, 
j LAKSHMANA AND SUGRIVA 

WILL ARRIVE WITH CRORES 

OF VANARAS. I AM HANUMAN, 

A MINISTER OF SUGRIVA. I 

LEAPT ACROSS THE VAST SEA 

TO FIND YOU. O QUEEN, I AM 

NOT WHAT YOU FEAR. SHAKE 

OFF YOUR DOUBTS AND 

BELIEVE ME! 


RAMWASS 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HOW DID 1 , J 
YOU MEET RAMA 5 i3 S 
AN LAKSHAMANA? = ee ¥ IT Is my 
DESCRIBE THEM TO 
3 827 GOO FORTUNE TO 


ME AND LIGHTEN 
MY SORROW! 


"WITH EYES LIKE LOTUS PETALS, RAMA I5 HANDSOME, 
POLITE ANP KIND TO ALL LIVING BEINGS. HE IS HIS DEVOTION TO 
TRUTH, DHARMA AND SELF 


beta pat Aly ie EN ee FETE EOS CONTROL IS AN INSPIRATION TO 
OTHERS PROFICIENT IN POLITICS 
AND ARCHERY, HE ALSO KNOWS THE 
SCRIPTURES AND SCIENCES, AND 
IS HIGHLY RESPECTED BY 


VEDIC SCHOLARS. 
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RAMA'S MESSENGER 


"HE IS FOUR KISHKUS* TALL, WITH "HE KNOWS HOW TO ACCUMULATE WEALTH ANP DISTRIBUTE 
STRONG ARMS, BROAD SHOULDERS, A IT TO DESERVING PEOPLE. HE KNOWS THE RIGHT TIME 

CONCH-SHAPED NECK, A CHARMING FACE AND PLACE FOR EVERYTHING. LAKSHMANA IS A REPLICA OF 
ANP COPPERY EYES, HE HAS A VOICE HI BROTHER - AFFECTIONATE, CHARMING AND VIRTUOUS. 


LIKE A KETTLEDRUM, GLOSSY SKIN AND A 
DARK COMPLEXION. 


“RANGING ALL OVER THE EARTH IN SEARCH OF YOU, THEY 
ARRIVED AT LAST ON THE FORESTED SLOPES OF MT 
RISHYAMUKHA. I WAS THERE, SERVING SUGRIVA, WHO HAZ 
BEEN DRIVEN OUT OF THE KINGZOM BY HIS BROTHER VALI. 


sAND VALI EVEN 
RAMA IS 
aaoeeeawe Ae ALSO HEARTBROKEN 
$ BY THE ABDUCTION 
OF SITA. 


4AN ANCIENT LINIT OF MEASUREMENT 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


“WHEN SUGRIVA SHOWED RAMA THE JEWELS YOU HAD : SEEING YOUR JEWELS, 
DROPPED FROM THE 51 RAMA FAINTED. OH NOBLE LADY, 


= HE IS UNABLE TO SLEEP AND 
THESE WERE HE TAKES NO PLEASURE 
DROPPED BY ALADY IN ANYTHING. 


WHO WAS BEING 
CARRIED AWAY BY A 
RAKSHASA. I THINK 
IT MUST BE SITA, 


"RAMA ANP SUGRIVA AGREED TO HELP EACH OTHER. RAMA KILLEV VALI IN BATTLE ANZ CROWNED? 
SUGRIVA KING OF THE VANARAS AND BEARS. IN DUE COURSE, SUGRIVA SENT THOUSANDS OF POWERFUL 


Rae 


"T AM HANUMAN, A MEMBER OF THE ARMY LED BY ANGADA, THE GLORIOUS SON OF VALI. SEARCHING THE 
MOUNTAINS, STREAMS AN? WATERFALLS OF THE VINPHYAS FOR MANY DAYS ANP NIGHTS, WE GOT LOST. 
THE TIME LIMIT FIXED BY SUGRIVA HAD EXPIRED.” 
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RAMA'S MESSENGER 


FEARING SUGRIVA’S ANGER IF WE 
RETURNED WITHOUT FINDING OUT YOUR 
WHEREABOUTS, WE SORROWFULLY RESOLVED 
TO FAST TO DEATH. ANGADA LOUDLY LAMENTED 
YOUR LOSS, THE DEATH OF VALI AND 
JATAYU, AND OUR FAILURE. 


"GUDDENLY, A HUGE BIRD 
APPEARED. IT WAS SAMPATI, 
KING OF THE VULTURES. HE 
WAS PISTRESSEV TO HEAR 
THAT HIS BROTHER JATAYU 
HAD BEEN KILLE AFTER A 
HEROIC FIGHT WITH RAVANA. 
HE TOL? US THAT RAVANA HAP 
CARRIEP YOU TO HIS PALACE. 


I SEARCHED 
ALL OVER LANKA. 
I SAW RAVANA, ANZ THEN 
I FOUN? YOU, GRIEVING 
FOR YOUR HUSBAND. 
THIS IS THE 
TRUTH, O DEVI! 
I AM A MESSENGER OF 
RAMA AND A MINISTER 
OF SUGRIVA. EXERTING 
MYSELF IN RAMA'S CAUSE, 
I HAVE COME HERE 
FOR YOUR SAKE! 
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“THE EXCITED VANARAS 
RUSHED TO THE 
SEASHORE BUT WHEN 
THEY SAW THAT VAST 
OCEAN, THEY WERE 
FILLED WITH FEAR. 
REASSURING THEM, 

I LEAPT ACROSS THE 
100-YOFANA PISTANCE 
AND REACHED LANKA.” 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


(ME. YOUR VALIANT HUSBANT) 
AND HIS DEVOTED BROTHER |b 
ARE WELL. RAMA WILL SURELY F 


P I AM THE SON OF VAYL, 
y/ BORN TO ANJANA AND KESART. 
AT THE REQUEST OF THE RISHIS, 
KESARI KILLED THE EVIL 
RAKSHASA SAMBASATANA. ; 


= 
I AM CALLED HANUMAN, 

I AM AS STRONG AS VAY, AND 
KNOWN ALL OVER THE WORLD FOR 
MY EXPLOITS. HERE IS RAMA'S. 
RING, INSCRIBED WITH HIS 
NAME. IT WAS GIVEN TO ME BY 
HIM TO GAIN YOUR 
CONFIDENCE. 


OH JEWEL AMONG 
VANARAS! YOU ARE BRAVE, 
EFFICIENT AND WISE. ONLY 
YOU COULD HAVE REACHED 
THIS PLACE, CROSSING THE 
CROCOPILE-FILLED OCEAN 
AS IF IT WERE NO MORE 
THAN A COW’S HOOF-PRINT. 
IN THE SOIL! 


RAMA'S MESSENGER 


BUT I DON'T THINK MY SUFFERINGS 
ARE OVER YET. WHY HASN'T THE POWERFUL 
RAMA BURNT UP THE EARTH WITH HIS ANGER? 
I HOPE HE HAS NOT BECOME INDIFFERENT 
TOWARDS ME, OR HELPLESS DUE TO SORROW. 


DOES THAT IDEAL MAN PERFORM 
a ALL HIS DUTIES... 


YOU VO NOT FEAR EVEN 
RAVANA - SURELY YOU ARE NO 
ORDINARY VANARA! 


TOWARDS HIS 
FRIENDS AND TO THE 


ENEMIES WISELY? I HOPE 

HE FREQUENTLY RECEIVES 

NEWS ABOUT THE WELFARE 

OF KAUSALYA, SUMITRA AND 

BHARATA. WILL BHARATA 
AND SUGRIVA SEND 
THEIR ARMIES FOR 
MAY SAKE? 


WILL THE GLORIOUS 
RAMA AND LAKSHMANA KILL 
RAVANA ANU RESCUE ME? V 
NEITHER FEAR NOR GRIEF COULD 
TURN RAMA FROM HIS PURPOSE 
WHEN HE RENOUNCED THE 
KINGDOM FOR THE SAKE OF 


FIRM OF HEART. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


fi Fate Ethene 15No 
“ “ THAN MYSELF I HOPE UNS Tee 


TO SURVIVE LONG RSS WOE NOL 


ENOUGH TO SEE MY + 
“ IMMEDIATELY, 
Salven Lone LEAVING A HUGE 
4 ARMY OF VANARAS, 
AND BEARS! 


“FILLING THE SEA COMPLETELY 

{ WITH ARROWS, HE WILL RIP 
LANKA OF RAKSHASAS. FILLED 
WITH GRIEF AT LOSING YOU, 
HE IS LIKE AN ELEPHANT 


WOUNTPEP BY A LION. 


OH VAIDEHT, RAMA CANNOT SLEEP OR 
EAT. HE ONLY HAS WILD FOREST FRUITS 
ONCE A DAY, ALL HIS THOUGHTS AND 
EFFORTS ARE FOCUSSED 


ON RESCUING YOU. LIKE NECTAR 
MIXED WITH 


14 


RAMA'S MESSENGER 


DESTINY I5 INDEED 
INESCAPABLE, LOOK AT LAKSHMANA, 
RAMA AND MYSELF, BESET BY TROUBLES. 
HOW WILL RAMA REACH THE END OF THIS 
OCEAN OF GRIEF? WHEN WILL HE DESTROY 
THE RAKSHASAS AND COME TO ME? ONLY 
TWO MONTHS REMAIN OF THE YEAR 
ALLOTTED TO ME BY RAVANA. 


“RAVANA’S YOUNGER BROTHER VIBHISHANA PLEADED WITH HIM 
TO RETURN ME TO RAMA. AVINDHYA, ANOTHER LEARNEV RAKSHASA, 
WARNED HIM THAT RAMA WOULD DESTROY THE RAKSHASAS IF HE PID 


NOT RESTORE ME.” 


WHO WOULD NOT TREMBLE BEFORE 

RAMA WHO SINGLE-HANDEDLY SLEW 

14,000 RAKSHASAS IN JANASTHANA? 

SURELY HE WILL RESCUE ME SOON, 
FOR MY HEART IS PURE! 


EVIL KING 
Iv NOT 
HEED THEIR 
ADVICE, 40 


DEATH LIES 
IN WAIT FOR 
RAVANA ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD; THAT 
16 WHY HE CANNOT 
GIVE ME UP THE MOMENT 
RAMA HEARS MY 
REPORT, HE WILL 
RUSH HERE WITH 
THE VANARA 
ARMY. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


OR... I COULD 
TAKE YOU WITH ME! 
I AM CAPABLE OF 
CARRYING EVEN 
LANKA ACROSS THE 
SEA. CLIMB UP ON MY 
BACK, O NOBLE LADY! 
I SHALL TRANSPORT 
YOU TO RAMA THIS 


O VANARA LEAZER, 

‘YOUR PROPOSAL IS MONKEY-LIKE! 
TINY AS YOU ARE, HOW CAN YOU 
CARRY ME SUCH A LONG 
DISTANCE TO MY HUSBAND? 


LET ME SHOW THIS 
DARK-EYED LADY MY 
STRENGTH AND 
POWER! 


I AM CAPABLE OF 
CARRYING LANKA WITH 
ITS HILLS AND WOODLANDS, 
MARKET PLACES, FORTS ANT 
ARCHES, AND ITS KING TOO! 
VO NOT HESITATE, O 
SBA VAIVEHT! Pur AN ENZ 


TO RAMA'S SORROW! 


p I KNOW YOUR 
7 COURAGE AND STRENGTH, 
MIGHTY VANARA! IN SPEED 


YOU ARE LIKE THE WIND, IN 
BRILLIANCE LIKE FIRE. NO 
ORDINARY VANARA COULD 
HAVE REACHED 
THIS PLACE! 


RAMA'S MESSENGER 


eur IT 


WOULD NOT BE 
PROPER FOR ME ys \ Yong 
TO GO WITH You, : 

\g 


"BESIDES, THE RAKSHASAS WILL SURELY PURSUE YOU. HOW WILL 
YOU FIGHT THEM, UNARMED AS YOU ARE, AND PROTECT ME AT 
THE SAME TIME? IF YOU ARE DEFEATED, THEY WILL CARRY ME 
AWAY OR KILL ME. OR THEY MAY HIDE ME IN A SECRET PLACE... 


TRAVELLING 
AT SUCH 
SPEED, I 

MIGHT BECOME 
UNCONSCIOUS, 
OR FALL OFF YOUR 
BACK INTO 
THE SEA. 


4 f y.. IF YOU VO DEFEAT THE AS 
-WHERE NEITHER THE VANARAS , , RAKSHASAS, RAMA'S GLORY 
WILL FADE. NOT EVEN THE GODS CAN 

RESIST RAMA, WHO DOMINATES THE 


BATTLEFIELD LIKE THE SUN AT THE 
END OF THE WORLD, IT WOULD BE 


THEN ALL YOUR EFFORTS WILL BE IN 
VAIN. THE LIVES OF THAT SORROWING ff | ; 
PRINCE, HIS BROTHERS, YOUR KING 
AND HIS FAMILY, DEPEND ON THE | WORTHY OF HIM TO RECOVER: ME 
CCEESE OF RANAIS HIMSELF AFTER KILLING 
MISSION. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


| I VALUE MY DEVOTION 
4 Bay TO MY HUSBAND ABOVE ALL. 
¥ HENCE I 7O NOT WISH 
VOLUNTARILY TO TOUCH THE 
BODY OF ANYONE OTHER 
THAN RAMA, ALTHOUGH I WAS 
FORCIBLY CARRIED AWAY BY 
RAVANA WHEN THERE WAS 
NO ONE TO HELP ME. 


YOUR DEVOTION TO 
YOUR EXALTED HUSBAND 15 
WORTHY ONLY OF YOU! MY 
PROPOSAL WAS MATE SOLELY 
OUT OF LOVE FOR RAMA AND 
MY DESIRE TO REUNITE YOU 
BOTH. IF YOU WILL NOT COME 
WITH ME, LET ME HAVE 
THEREFORE, SOME TOKEN... 
O JEWEL AMONG 
VANARAS, BRING MY 
BELOVED LOR? HERE WHAT YOU 
QUICKLY, ALONG WITH 
LAKSHMANA AND THE 
VANARA ARMIES. 


RAMA THAT I 
THEN GIVE THIS 
HAVE INDEED MESSAGE TO MY BELOVED 


ATTACKED ME IN 
CHITRAKOOT. 


Ye ib LN ellb | 


4THE CROW WAS ACTUALLY A SON OF INDRA 
IN PISCUISE 


RAMA'S MESSENGER 


SITA THEN RELATED HOW RAMA TOOK UP A BLADE OF KUSHA GRASS, CHARGED IT WITH THE POWER OF WIGE 
THE BRAHMASTRA AND FURIOUSLY HURLED IT AT THE CROW. FINZING NO REFUGE ANYWHERE IN THE |PON 
UNIVERSE, THE CROW FINALLY BEGGED RAMA HIMSELF FOR MERCY, AND HIS LIFE WAS SAVED. 


Dy 
se 
| ee 


YY \ NOT EVEN THE NAGAS, 
GANDHARVAS OR DEVAS CAN 
‘YOU LAUNCHED A BRAHMASTRA \y RESIST RAMA IN COMBAT. RAMA AND 
TO DEFEND ME AGAINST A MERE LAKSHMANA ARE EQUAL TO INDRA ANZ 
CROW. WHY DON’T YOU PUNISH \. VAYU IN ENERGY. I MUST HAVE 
THE RAKSHASA WHO ABDUCTED COMMITTED SOME GREAT SIN; 
ME? WHY DON'T YOU SHOW E THAT IS WHY THEY DON’T 
COMPASSION TO YOUR RESCUE ME. 
HELPLESS WIFE? 


N 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THIS IS NOT THE TIME 
FOR GRIEVING - SOMEHOW, 
YOU HAVE BEEN FOUND AN 

YOUR TROUBLES ARE COMING 
TO AN ENZ. WHAT MESSAGE 
WOULP YOU LIKE TO SEND 


WITH YOUR 
HEAD BENT LOW, 
GREET KAUSALYA’S. 


RAMA, LAKSHMANA, ANZ 
> SUGRIVA? 


IT WILL REMIND 

HIM OF MY MOTHER, KING 

DASHARATHA AND MYSELF 
STRENGTHEN RAMA’S RESOLVE 

TO RECOVER ME. OH HERO 
AMONG VANARAS, ONLY YOU CAN 
ACHIEVE THIS TASK! YOU MAY, 

REST HERE BEFORE 


MAKE ENQUIRIES 
ABOUT THE WELFARE OF 
By GUGRIVA AND ALL THE ELDER 
VANARAS. TELL RAMA AGAIN ANZ 
AGAIN TO COME AND SAVE ME, 
FOR I WILL NOT SURVIVE FOR 
LONG. GIVE HIM THIS, 
CHOODAMANI*, WHICH 
HE KNOWS WELL. 


Brrr writ Heir me 
Y FORGET MY TROUBLES 
I HAVE ANOTHER QUESTION. 
ONLY THREE BEINGS - GARUDA, 
VAY AND YOU - ARE 
CAPABLE OF CROSSING 
THIS VAST SEA, 


HOW WILL 
THE TWO PRINCES, 
WITH AN ARMY OF 
VANARAS AND BEARS, 
ACCOMPLISH THIS 
VIFFICULT TASK? 4 


4A JEWEL WORN ON THE HEAD 


RAMA'S MESSENGER 


“CAST AWAY YOUR SORROW! YOU SHALL 60ON 
| 7 ee NA Oe CRORES. | SEE THE HEROIC PRINCES, BOW IN HAND, AT THE 
sf ‘ GATE OF LANKA, ALONG WITH THE TRUTHFUL KING 


CAN LEAP IN ANY DIRECTION, TO ANY ” 

DISTANCE. THEY WILL REAGH LANKA IN SUGRIVA, WHO IS DETERMINED TO LIBERATE YOU. 
A SINGLE BOUND, AS FOR RAMA ANZ 

LAKSHMANA, THEY WILL ARRIVE ON MY 


YOU SHALL 
SEE VALIANT Sa 


VANARAS, HUGE AS 
ELEPHANTS, STRONG 
AS LIONS AND TIGERS, 
THUNDERING LIKE 
CLOUDS ON MT MALAYA! 
YOU WILL SOON LEAVE 
THIS FEARFUL LAND OF 
THE RAKSHASAS AND 


BE UNITED WITH 
ie YOUR BELOVED. 


2 


LET THERE BE 
NO FEAR OR GRIEF 
IN YOUR MIND! 


YOUR 
KIN? WORDS 
DELIGHT ME. 
PLEASE GIVE 

RAMA THIS 
MESSAGE 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


DO YOU REMEMBER: 

WHEN THE TILAKA ON MY 
FOREHEAD GOT RUBBED OFF AND 
YOU PAINTED A TILAKA ON MY 
CHEEK WITH MANASSHILA¥? I AM 
SENDING YOU THIS SPLENDID 
JEWEL, BORN OF THE OCEAN’, 
WHICH I HAVE KEPT CAREFULLY 


me \ Because rr eminvs A) 


ME OF YOU. 


FOR YOUR SAKE, 
I HAVE ENDURED 
UNBEARABLE SORROW UST GIVE 
ANT HARSH WORDS... 70 NOT ME TIME TO RETURN 
IGNORE ME, I WILL LIVE FoR |f ANZ MEET RAMA. YOUR 
ANOTHER MONTH, BUT I SORROW 15 SURELY 
CANNOT SURVIVE YOUR COMING TO AN ENTLY 
ABSENCE LONGER: may 
THAN THAT. YOU HAVE 


AFTER LEAVING SITA 


I HAVE SEEN 
SITA. NOW, BEFORE I 
LEAVE, I HAVE TO 
PERFORM ANOTHER 
SMALL TASK, 


4A MINERAL FOLIND IN ROCKS, KNOWN AS 
REALGAR OR RUBY SULPHUR 82 


RAMA'S MESSENGER 


I HAVE TO 
DEMONSTRATE MY 
‘STRENGTH TO THE RAKSHASHAS. 
IF I KILL A FEW OF THEIR 
HEROES NOW, THEY WILL 
BE MORE SUBDUED IN 
A FUTURE CONFLICT. 


if 


y bX ——_ 
Bina 


A MISSION CAN ONLY 
BE FULLY ACCOMPLISHED IF 
OTHER TASKS CAN BE CARRIED OUT 
ALONG WITH THE MAIN BUSINESS. IF 
I RETURN TO SUGRIVA AFTER 
ASCERTAINING THE 
STRENGTH OF THE 


|, I SHALL DESTROY 
THIS PLEASANT GROVE O} 


THE CRUEL RAVANA. WHEN THE 
ANGRY RAVANA LEAUS HIS ARMY, 
AGAINST ME, I WILL DESTROY 
THEM AND RETURN HAPPILY 
TO SUGRIVA, 


wn WILL HAVE CARRIED 
OUT FULLY, THE COMMAND OF 
MY MASTER. I HAVE TO BRING 
ABOUT AN ENCOUNTER WITH THE 
RAKSHASAS, AND ALSO WITH THE 
TEN-HEAVED MONSTER, IN ORDER 
TO JUDGE HIS HEART, 
HIS STRENGTHS, HIS 
MINISTERS AND 
HIS ARMY. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HEARING THE CRASH OF FALLING TREES AND THE CRIES 
OF BIRDS ANP ANIMALS THE RAKSHASHAS WOKE UP - 


WHO IS THIS 
VANARA? WHOSE 
MESSENGER IS HE? 
W WHERE HAS HE COME 


FROM AND WHY? 
oon gia HE SAY 8 
ae 


RAMA'S MESSENGER 


O KING! A GIGANTIC lj 
AND IMMENSELY POWERFUL’ 


VANARA IS IN THE ASHOKA 
VANA! HE HAS COMPLETELY 
DEVASTATED THE GARVEN, 
SPARING ONLY THE TREE Ff 
UNDER WHICH 
SITA SITS. 


lin 


THOUGH HE HAS SPOKEN 
TO SITA, SHE WILL NOT TELL US 
WHO HE IS. WHO WOULD DARE TO 
SPEAK TO HER, ON WHOM YOU HAVE 
SET YOUR HEART? HE MUST HAVE 
BEEN SENT BY INDRA, KUBERA OR 
RAMA TO FIND SITA. HE MUST 
BE SEVERELY PLINISHED, 
O KING! 


RAVANA WAS FUR: 


PIOUS. HE SENT 80,000 VALIANT RAKSHASAS CALLED KINKARA TO CAPTURE HANUMAN. 
SS 
dae 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


VICTORIOUS 
ARE THE maGHTY 
RAMA AND THE POWERFUL 
LAKSHMANA! VICTORIOUS 
1S KING SUGRIVA! 
ROOOOAAAARRRR! 


js / 


pems| ARE ALL DEAD, 


Dr: 


RAVANA THEN DECIDED TO SEND THE 
Z POWERFUL JAMBUMAALT, SON OF 
ZR | PRAHASTA, WHO NEVER LOST A BATTLE. 


RAMA'S MESSENGER 


MEANWHILE, HANUMAN DECIDED TO FRIGHTEN 
THE RAKSHASAS BY DESTROYING A NOBLE 


BUILDING WHICH STOOD NEARBY. 


VICTORY TO 
THE SKILFUL RAMA 
AND THE MIGHTY 
LAKSHMANA! GLORY 
TO KING SUGRIVA. 


I AM HANUMAN, 
SON OF VAYU, DESTROYER 
OF HOSTILE ARMIES, AND A 


SERVANT OF THE TIRELESS 
SRI RAMA. I SHALL DESTROY 
LANKA BEFORE I LEAVE! 


ROOOAAARRRR! 
SOON YOU WILL SEE 
SUGRIVA'S ARMY OF THOUSANDS. 
OF COLOSSAL VANARAS, EACH AS 
STRONG AS TEN, HUNDRED OR A 
THOUSAND ELEPHANTS! NEITHER 
LANKA NOR THE RAKSHASAS NOR 
RAVANA, WHO HAS MATE AN 
ENEMY OF THE HIGH-SOULED 
RAMA, WILL SURVIVE! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


A FIERCE BATTLE FOLLOWER, 


SONS OF MY CHIEF 
MINISTER TO DEAL 
WITH HIM AT ONCE! A 


88 


RAMA'S MESSENGER 


HEARING OF THE DEFEAT OF HIS ARMY, RAVANA SENT FOR HIS FIVE TOP 
GENERALS - VIRUPAKSHA, YUPAKSHA, DURDHARA, PRAGHASA AND BHASAKARNA.| 


UNDER MY 
COMMAND, YOU HAVE 
VANQUISHED INDRA ANZ 
OTHER GODS, RAKSHASAS, 
RISHIS, NAGAS, YAKSHAS 
AND GANDHARVAS. SURELY 
THIS VANARA HAS BEEN 
SENT BY ONE OF THEM FOR 
REVENGE. I HAVE SEEN 
MANY POWERFUL VANARAS, 
LIKE VALI ANZ 
SUGRIVA... 


h 


TAKE A LARGE 
ARMY AND PUNISH THAT" 
VANARA! BE VERY ALERT, 
O GENERALS! JUDGING BY 

HIS ACTIONS, THIS 15 
NO ORDINARY 
VANARA. 


BUT THIS ONE 
SURPASSES THEM, 
IN ENERGY, INTELLECT, 
STRENGTH AND AGILITY. BE 
CAUTIOUS, AND VO YOUR 


<\\ BEST TO CAPTURE HIM. 
> 
CA 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


FIRST CAME THE MIGHTY DURVHARA. 
_ Ng », 
ee 


as 76,7: 


RAMA'S MESSENGER 
HANUMAN BROKE OFF A MOUNTAIN PEAK AND FLUNG IT ON THE RAKSHASAS. 


HIM... 
Pci Loves TO aa 
FIGHT AND IS 
FEROCIOUS IN 
BATTLE... 


WHEN NEWS REACHED THE PALACE, PRINCE AKSHA, RAVANA’S SON, WAS EAGER TO TRY HIS STRENGTH 
AGAINST THE VANARA — = > Ske . 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THIS BOY I5 
MIGHTY, BRAVE ANZ 
VIRTUOUS. I 7O NOT 

WISH TO KILL HIM, BUT 
UNLESS I PUT AN END TO 
HIM, HE WILL SURELY 
KILL ME. 


“ oo : wa _ 
Zoom j y, S 
< Vi y| | ASS 
AKSHA BOLDLY SPRANG LIP FROM THE WRECKAGE OF HIS CHARIOT. 
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BUT HE WAS NO MATCH FOR HANUMAN, 


CONTROLLING HIS ANGER AND GRIEF AT 


AKSHA’S DEATH, RAVANA CALLED HIS SON 
INCRAIIT. 


YOU ARE FAMOLIS IN 
THE THREE WORLDS FOR YOUR 
VALOUR, INTELLIGENCE AND 
PROFICIENCY IN THE USE OF ALL 
AKINDS OF MISSILES, ACQUIRED 
FROM BRAHMA THROUGH 
SEVERE TAPAS. 


RAMA'S MESSENGER 


‘CONFIDENT OF VICTORY, 
YOU INSPIRE FEAR EVEN 
IN INDRA. OUR FOREMOST 
HEROES, INCLUDING YOUR 
BELOVED BROTHER PRINCE 
AKSHA, HAVE BEEN KILLED. 
OUR WELI-EQUIPPED 
ARMIES HAVE BEEN 
VANQUISHED. 


ONLY YOU 


oe SUPT TO ME IN BATTLE. 
p (3) PROCEED ON YOUR 


MISSION, KEEPING 
() 


IN MIND THE 
STRENGTH AN? 
SKILL OF 
THE VANARA. 


= 
Pi 


De aw 
a 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


\\\ 
THIS VANARA WY 


RAMA'S MESSENGER 


INDRAIIT DECIDED TO USE THE MOST POWERFUL OF ALL THE MYSTIC MISSILES - THE BRAHMASTRA! 


THANKS TO 
BRAHMA’S BOON, 

I VO NOT FEEL ANY PAIN. 
I AM NOT AFRAID - I 
KNOW I AM UNDER THE 
PROTECTION OF 


THE GREAT 

ADVANTAGE TO BEING 
CAPTURED LIKE THIS 
16 THAT I WILL HAVE 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO, 


THE RAKSHASAS TOOK COURAGE FROM HANUMAN'S IMMOBILITY 
AN? TIE? HIM WITH ROPES. 


THESE FELLOWS Va 
HAVE MADE THE GREAT 
BRAHMASTRA INEFFECTIVE 
- IT CANNOT COEXIST WITH 
ANY OTHER BOND, ANZ 
CANNOT BE SED 


HA! I HAVE 
BEEN RELEASED 
FROM THE 
BRAHMASTRA! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


J THOUGH HE 
15 ONLY BOUND BY 
ROPE, THE VANARA 

OES NOT TRY TO 
ESCAPE. 


4 
TAKE - 
HIM TO THE \ = 
x PALACE! ate = A 
t N S Se SY ; 
: eae Be 
<a _y er JESS 
(A ( 
WHERE HAS HE 
COME FROM? 
WHAT I6 HIS ROAST AND 
MISSION ANZ DEVOUR THIS 


WHO IS HIS. 
SUP PORTER?, 


J, 


A 


HANUMAN AND RAVANA WERE FACE TO FACE AT LAS 


CAN THIS BE 
WHAT CHARM, 
Siar PRESENCE OF THE GLORIOUS NANUTI, 
MINT, WHAT COURAGE, WHO CURSED ME ON MT 
KAILASHA WHEN I MOCKED 
HIM? OR IS HE THE 


WHAT SPLEDOUR THIS 
CELEBRATED RAKSHASA 


RAKSHASA KING 


HAS! 
BAANA* IN VISGUISE?, 


Wve COULD HAVE PRAHASTA, ASK 
PROTECTED EVEN THIS EVIL FELLOW 
THE GODS! BUT BECAUSE WHERE HE HAS COME 
OF HIS EVIL DEEDS, FROM ANZ WHY HE HAS 
HE IS CONDEMNED DESTROYED MY GARDEN 
BY ALL THE AND THREATENED THE 
RAKSHASAS. 


#50N OF BALI 
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RAMA'S MESSENGER 


RAVANA'S MINISTER, PRAHASTA, SPOKE POLITELY TO HANUMAN. |) 4 
| - HAVE NO FEAR, O | f 
VANARA! IF YOU SPEAK 
iS 


THE TRUTH, YOU SHALL BE SET \, 
FREE; BUT IF YOU LIE, YOU 
SHALL DIE. HAVE YOU BEEN 
SENT BY INDRA, KUBERA, YAMA, ea 
VARUNA OR VISHNU? SURELY - =F Y, 
YOuAaRENO MERE A —H Y 
VANARA! = 


WHAT 15 
YOUR MOTIVE I AM NOT A MESSENGER 
IN COMING OF INTRA OR ANY OTHER 
GOD. I AM REALLY A VANARA, 


HERE? 
AN? I HAVE DESTROYED THIS 
FAMOUS GARDEN ONLY FOR THE 
SAKE OF SEEING RAVANA. I 
FOUGHT THOSE MIGHTY 
RAKSHASAS ONLY IN 
SELF-DEFENCE. 


TAMA 

(ME A BOON THAT NOT EVEN MESSENGER OF 

DEVAS AN ASURAS CAN RAMA, OF BOUNDLESS 
BIND ME WITH MISSILES. ENERGY! PLEASE 
THOUGH SET FREE BY THE LISTEN TO MY 

BRAHMASTRA, I ALLOWED SALUTARY ADVICE, 

MYSELF TO BE CAPTURED 

BECAUSE I WANTED TO 
SEE THE KING. 


AHERO’S RETURN 


IN RAVANA’S MAGNIFICENT COURT - i 


HANUMAN RELATED RAMA'S STORY TO RAVANA. 


AND IN OBEDIENCE 
TO HIS FATHER’S COMMAND, 
THAT PRINCE WAS LIVING IN 
THE VANDAKA FOREST WITH HIS 
BROTHER LAKSHMANA AND HIS 
DEVOTED WIFE SITA. 
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CARRY OUT RAMA’S WORK. 
PLEASE LISTEN TO MY SALLITARY 
ADVICE, O KING, AND HEAR THE 

MESSAGE OF THE VIRTUOUS 

SUGRIVA, WHO IS LIKE A 

BROTHER TO YOU. 


ONE TAY, SITA 
DISAPPEARED, IN THEIR 
SEARCH FOR HER, RAMA ANT 
LAKSHMANA CAME TO 
MT RISHYAMUKHA. THERE THEY 
MET SUGRIVA, WHO PROMISED 
TO LOOK FOR SITA. IN RETURN, 
RAMA PROMISED HIM THE 
VANARA KINGZOM. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AFTER KILLING 
VAALI - WITH A SINGLE 
ARROW ON THE BATTLEFIELD, 
RAMA INSTALLED SUGRIVA ON 
THE THRONE, TRUE TO HIS 
PROMISE, SUGRIVA STARTED 
THE SEARCH FOR SITA. 


LAKHS OF VANARAS 
ARE SEARCHING FOR HER 
IN ALL THE QUARTERS. I AM 
HANUMAN, SON OF VAYU. 
I LEAPT 100 YOJANAS 
ACROSS THE SEA FOR 
SITA'S SAKE. 


WHILE I WAS 
ROAMING OVER LANKA, I 
DISCOVERED SITA IN YOUR 
GARTEN. O WISE KING, YOU 
KNOW WHAT IS RIGHT ANZ, 


WHAT IS WRONG. 


IT 16 NOT 
S| RIGHT To aspuct 


THE WIFE OF 


ANOTHER. 


SUCH EVIL ACTIONS 
DESTROY THE VOER IN THE 
ENT, NO ONE CAN BE HAPPY AFTER: 
COMMITTING AN OFFENCE AGAINST 
RAMA, NOT EVEN THE DEVAS CAN 
WITHSTAND HIS ANGER. THEREFORE 
ACCEPT MY ADVICE, WHICH I5 
BASED ON DHARMA. 


100 


AHERO’S RETURN 


-.7O NOT THROW 
AWAY THE GLORY YOU 
HAVE EARNED THROUGH 


ACS OW 


YOUR TAPAS ONLY 
GIVES YOU IMMUNITY FROM 
BEING KILLED BY GODS, YAKSHAS 
AND ASURAS. BUT HOW WILL YOU 
PRESERVE YOUR LIFE AGAINST 
RAMA AND SUGRIVA - A 
HUMAN AND A VANARA? 


REMEMBER 
HOW THE RAKSHASAS OF 
JANASTHANA WERE DESTROYED, 


ANT VAALI, TOO. YOU HAVE PLACED 
A NOOSE ABOUT YOUR OWN 
NECK BY ABDUCTING 


THOUGH I COULD 
DESTROY LANKA MYSELF, RAMA 
HAS VOWED TO EXTERMINATE HIS 
ENEMIES WHO HAVE LAID VIOLENT 
HANS ON SITA. KNOW HER TO BE 
KAALARAATRI*, BENT UPON THE 
DESTRUCTION OF LANKA. 


4*GODDESS OF LINIVERSAL DESTRUCTION 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THEREFORE, 
THINK OF A WAY TO 
SAVE YOURSELF SOON YOU 
WILL SEE THIS CITY SET 
ABLAZE BY SITA’S VIRTUE 
AND RAMA'S WRATH. 


O LORD OF 
RAKSHASAS, RAMA I5 
CAPABLE OF ANNIHILATING. 
THE WHOLE UNIVERSE AND 
CREATING IT AGAIN. NO 
BEING IN THE THREE PUT THIS 
WORLDS CAN WIN INSOLENT VANARA 
AGAINST HIM! TO DEATH! 


OH KING, HOLY 
MEN SAY MESSENGERS 
ARE NEVER TO BE KILLED, 
THOUGH THEY MAY BE PUNISHED 
FOR CAUSING HARM. GREAT KINGS 
LIKE YOU, WHO KNOW WHAT I6 
RIGHT AN? WHAT IS WRONG, 
VO NOT TAKE THE LIFE OF 
A MESSENGER. 


THERE IS NO SIN 
yf IN KILLING A SINNER. I 
SHALL THEREFORE MAKE AN 
END OF THIS VANARA, WHO 
HAS COMMITTED 
ASIN! 
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AHERO’S RETURN 


BE GRACIOUS, 

O LORD OF LANKA! IF 
EVEN LEARNED PEOPLE LIKE 
YOU GIVE WAY TO ANGER, 
THEN WHAT IS THE USE 
OF LEARNING THE 
SCRIPTURES? 


MATCH YOU IN INTELLECT, 
OR COURAGE. THIS VANARA 15 
ONLY A MESSENGER. IF HE HAS 

DONE WRONG, PUNISH THOSE 
WHO SENT HIM! 


IF YOU KILL 
THIS VANARA, THERE IS 
NO ONE ELSE WHO CAN LEAP 
ACROSS THE OCEAN AND INCITE 
THOSE TWO ARROGANT 
HUMANS TO BATTLE 
AGAINST YOU. 


© KING, DO NOT 

DEPRIVE THE RAKSHASAS 

OF THE CHANCE OF A BATTLE! 
SHOW YOUR GREATNESS TO YOUR 
ENEMIES BY SENVING A FEW NOBLE 

WARRIORS WITH AN ARMY. LET 

THEM CAPTURE THE TWO 

PRINCES AND BRING 
THEM HERE. 


YOU ARE RIGHT, 
VIBHISHANA! 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


— 7 
IT 15 FORBIVVEN TO 


KILL A MESSENGER. BUT HE 
DESERVES SOME PUNISHMENT... 
HEY SAY THAT THE TAIL IS THE 
MOST CHERISHED ORNAMENT 


SET FIRE TO HIS TAIL! 

PARAVE HIM THROUGH THE CITY 
WITH HIS TAIL ON FIRE, THEN LET HIM 
RETURN TO HIS DEAR FRIENDS AND 
RELATIONS SO THAT THEY MAY SEE 
HIS WRETCHED CONVITION! 


CRUEL RAKSHASAS WERE HAPPY TO CARRY OUT RAVANA'S ORVERS. 


Owe 


i) - EASILY BREAK MY BONDS 
> S AN? KILL THEM... 


..BUT I WILL BEAR 
THIS HUMILIATION FOR 
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AHERO’S RETURN 


THE JOYFUL RAKSHASAS DRAGGED HANUMAN THROUGH THE STREETS OF LANKA. | |) 


7 Ws — J 


MEANWHILE, IN THE ASHOKA VANA - 
TS 


1 THAT VANARA 
WITH A COPPERY 
FACE WHO WAS SPEAKING 
TO YOU HAS BEEN CAPTURED! |e 
HE I BEING FaRAvED =) \ M 
THROUGH THE STREETS AS \ (0 HAVYAVAHANAM*! 
WITH HIS TAIL OH! THIS NEWS NY “ IF MY DEVOTION TO MY 
ON FIRE! I AS PAINFUL TO ' = HUSBAND HAS ANY VALUE, BE 
ME AS MY OWN COOL TO HANUMAN! IF THERE 
ABDUCTION! Se IS ANY COMPASSION FOR 
ME IN RAMA’S HEART, IF I 
DESERVE ANY GOOD 
FORTUNE, BE COOL 
TO HANUMAN! 


#ANOTHER NAME FOR AGNI, THE GOP OF FIRE, 
WHO CARRIES ALL OFFERINGS TO THE GOS 


HOUSES AND PALACES 
IN ANCIENT INDIA 


The events of the Ramayana took place more than 5000 
years ago, and so far no archaeological remains of that 
age have been found. Though the Ramayana mentions 
bricks, stone and iron as building materials, experts believe 
that buildings in that age were probably built mainly of 
wood, which could not last through the millennia. We can 
get many clues about the architecture of the time from 
paintings and stone murals at places like Ajanta, Amaravati, 
Nagarjunakonda and Sanchi*; and from books like the Rig 
Veda, the Ramayana itself, the Sutras, etc. 


A poem by the Tamil poet Nakkeerar, who lived around 200 
BCE, contains a detailed description of the palace of a 
South Indian king. From such sources, we can make some 
guesses about the homes of ancient Indians. 


*Though these paintings and murals are of a much later date, around 
200 BCE, they represent the earliest art that has been preserved. 


People in the age of Rama lived in different types of 
houses according to their wealth. Poor people, sadhus and 
rishis lived in huts built of mud, bamboo and leaves. The 
thatched roof was made of palmyra leaves, straw or tiles. 
They usually had no windows and only an opening for a 
door. But a detachable door could be fixed when it was 
needed. Many tribal houses even today have this feature. 


Cities like Ayodhya and Lanka were surrounded by a 
moat and a strong fortress wall with watch towers. There 
were four gates in the four directions, with grand archways 
decorated with flags and torans. There were gatehouses 
with soldiers, horses and elephants. From the gates, broad, 
smooth roads led to the city centre and the king's palace. 
Smaller roads also criss-crossed each other, with a market 

lace, shops and craftsmen's workshops. The rich people 
ived in large mansions, often with as many as seven storeys. 
The walls were covered with plaster, whitewashed and 
elaborately decorated with jewels, precious stones, crystal, 
gold and silver. Within the walls would also be stables for 
elephants and horses. The king's palace might have many 
mansions where different members of the family lived, 
separated by large courtyards filled with trees, flowers, 
colourful birds, deer, etc. There were grand staircases, 
balconies, and lattice windows covered with gold and 
silver. At the heart of the palace was the Antahpura, or 
inner chambers, where the royal women lived. These 
quarters were heavily guarded by old men and strong 
women. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


OH HUTASHANAM*! IF 


AM VIRTUOUS AND EAGER TO BE 


UNITED WITH HIM, BE COOL TO 
HANUMAN! IF THE NOBLE SUGRIVA 
WILL RESCUE ME, TRUE TO HIS 
PROMISE, BE COOL TO 
HANUMAN! 


AT THAT VERY MOMENT - 


== 


IT 16 NOT RIGHT 
Set Bn eee FOR A PERSON LIKE ME TO BE 

eae eR BOUND BY THESE VILE RAKSHASAS. 
BLAZING ALL OROLNY Stet I SHOULD FIGHT THEM WHILE 


IT FEELS LIKE A SNOWBALL Ti = Ti 
PLACED AT THE END OF MY TAIL. RACERS 39: STR SNeTH AN INE 


IT MUST BE DUE TO SITA’s 

MERCY, RAMA'S GLORY, ANZ 

MY FATHER’S FRIENDSHIP, 
WITH AGNI. 


EXPANDING HIS FORM TO THE SIZE OF A MOLINTAIN 
AND THEN CONTRACTING IT AGAIN, HANUMAN BURST HIS 
BONDS IN A MOMENT. Pa 


#ANOTHER NAME FOR AGNI 


AHERO’S RETURN 


HE SAW AN IRON CUDGEL LYING NEAR THE CITY GATE. SEIZING IT, HE BEGAN TO ATTACK THE GUARP: 


FEED THESE EXCELLENT 
BUILDINGS TO 


THE FIRE! 


Ny WHAT MORE CAN 

SSI VO TO TORMENT 
THESE RAKSHASAS? I 
NK DESTRO 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IBOLINPING OVER THE ROOFTOPS OF LANKA’S LUXURIOUS MANSIONS, HANUMAN SET ABLAZE THE WEALTH 
OF ALL THE RICH RAKSHASAS, INCLUDING PRAHASTA, INPRAIIT, Jami AND KUMBHAKARNA, SPARING 
ONLY VIBHISHANA’S PALACE. AT LAST, HE PLACED HIS TAIL ON RAVANA’S ROYAL PALACE 


SURELY IT 
IS THE GOD OF FIRE, 
ARRIVED IN THE FORM OF 
A VANARA! HE MUST BE INDRA! 
HE IS YAMA IN PERSON! 
(MAYBE IT IS VARUNA, 
OR VAYU! 


SURYA! KUBERA! 
CHANDRA! 


HE IS 
NO VANARA, 
BUT KAALA* 

HIMSELF! 


4THE TIME SPIRIT 


AHERO’S RETURN 


LIKE A TIRELESS FIRE CONSUMING LOGS OF WOOP, HANUMAN CONTINUED TO BURN LANKA, WI 
MOTHER EARTH CONTINUED TO RECEIVE THE DEAD RAKSHASAS. LAST OF ALL, HANUMAN SET 
TO THE SUMMIT OF MT TRIKUTA, ON WHICH THE CITY OF LANKA S700! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AFTER DESTROYING LANKA, HANUMAN QUENCHED HIS TAIL IN THE SEA. 


BLESSED ARE 
THOSE GREAT SOLIS 
> WHO CONTROL THEIR ANGER! 
BURNT LANKA WITHOUT = EXHIBITING MY UNSTEADY 
CONSIDERING SITA’S SAFETY! VANARA NATURE, DOMINATED BY 
SURELY THAT NOBLE LADY RAJAS*, I HAVE DESTROYED MY 
HAS BEEN KILLED IN ACHIEVEMENT. MAYBE I 
THIS FIRE! . SHOULD GIVE UP 
MY LIFE RIGHT 
NOW! 


HOW CAN 
I FACE SUGRIVA, 
RAMA AND LAKSHMANA OR... 16 IT 
C| AFTER FAILING TO PROTECT POSSIBLE THAT SITA \ 
SITA? SURELY THEY HAS BEEN PROTECTED BY 
CANNOT SURVIVE THIS, HER OWN GLORY? 
SHOCK. 


#ANGRY; PASSIONATE NATURE. 


HOPE RETURNED TO HANUMAN. 


HANUMAN HAS 
ACCOMPLISHED A GREAT 
FEAT! LANKA IS COMPLETELY 
BURNT, BUT SITA 15 SAFE! 
WHAT A WONTER! 


THE WORDS OF S 
THESE CHAARANAS* ARE 
AS SWEET AS NECTAR! I MUST 
SEE SITA ONCE MORE BEFORE 
RETURNING TO RAMA. 


4A DIVINE BEING 


AHERO’S RETURN 


FIRE YOES NOT 
BURN FIRE. ITIS = \ 
SURELY DUE TO RAMA'S 
GLORY AND SITA'S SPIRITUAL 
POWER THAT MY TAIL WAS NOT 
BURNT! HOW COULD THE FIRE 
~ BURN SITA WHILE 
SPARING ME? 


DEAR SON, 
REST HERE FOR A 
DAY IF YOU CAN, ANZ 
LEAVE TOMORROW. YOUR 
RETURN AND MY SURVIVAL 
ARE BOTH UNCERTAIN. YOUR 
PRESENCE WILL LESSEN 
MY GREAT SORROW AT 
LEAST FOR A 


RAMA WILL 
DESTROY LANKA AND 
KILL RAVANA. BE CONFIDENT 
AND PATIENT. YOU WILL SOON 
BE HAPPILY REUNITED 
WITH RAMA! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HANUMAN WAS HAPPY THAT HE HAP CREATED A STIR IN LANKA, EXHIBITED HIS GREAT STRENGTH 
WORRIED RAVANA AND CONSOLED SITA. NOW, EAGER TO SEE Re HE ASCENDED MT ARISHTA ANP 
PREPARED TO CROSS THE SEA ONCE MORE. 


WEIGHT, SANK INTO THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH. a a 


7, = ; ae 
t 4 . E 
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AHERO’S RETURN 


EAGER TO REJOIN HIS FRIENDS, THE TIRELESS HANUMAN SAILED ACROSS THE SKY. 


SOON MT MAHENDRA AND THE NORTHERN SHORE OF THE SEA WERE IN SIGH 


IT 16 CLEAR 
FROM HIS ROARS THAT 
HANUMAN HAS SUCCEEDED 
COMPLETELY IN HIS 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


fy | RAKSHASIS. SHE PINES 
Mit, FOR RAMA AN? 15 
WORN OUT WITH 
GRIEF AND 
FASTING. 


HANUMAN! YOU HAVE 


WY” No EQUAL IN COURAGE, VALOUR, 


RAVANA TREAT HER? TELL 
US EVERYTHING IN DETAIL 


SO THAT WE CAN PLAN OUR 
COURSE OF ACTION ANU 
WHAT TO TELL 


AHERO’S RETURN 


HANUMAN DESCRIBED HIS JOURNEY AND QUEST FOR SITA, HER HARDSHIPS AND HER COURAGE IN 
RESISTING THE FEARSOME RAVANA. HE RELATED HOW HE HAD REASSURED HER, HANDED OVER RAMA’S 
RING AND RECEIVE? HER CHOODAMANI AS A TOKEN. 


PLEASE ASK 
RAMA TO COME HERE 
AND RESCUE ME. I WILL 
ONLY BE ALLOWED TO LIVE FOR 
A MONTH. IF RAMA DOES NOT 
COME BY THEN, HE WILL NOT 
BE ABLE TO SEE ME. 


fy HEARING THAT 
IEART BREAKING APPEAL) 
I WAS FILLED WITH 
RAGE AGAINST 
RAVANA! 


HANUMAN RECOUNTED HOW HE HAD HARASSED THE I SAW SITA 


RAKSHASAS, BEEN CAPTURED AND TAKEN TO RAVANA; ONCE MORE ANT TOOK 
HOW HE HAD SET LANKA ABLAZE WITH HIS BURNING LEAVE OF HER. THEN, EAGER 
TAIL; ANP HOW THE CHAARANAS HAP REASSURED TO SEE YOU ALL, I LEAPT BACK 
HIM THAT SITA WAS SAFE. OVER THE SEA. NOW YOU ALL 
DECIDE WHAT NEEDS 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SITA HAS UTTERLY 
REJECTED ALL RAVANA’S 
PROPOSALS AND THREATS, AND 
I5 LIVING IN A PITIABLE 
CONDITION AT THE FOOT 
OF ATREE. 


HER VIRTUE 
TS LIKE A FLAME THAT 
WITH YOUR 
CON EEN RON WE, APPROVAL, I MYSELF 
ESCAPED DUE TO THE FRUITS COULD VESTROY THE 
OF HIS GREAT TAPAS. IT 15 RAR MAGA WE (MAGT, 
RIGHT FOR US TO DESTROY HEL THE GOPLIKE 
LANKA AND ITS KING, ANT 
TAKE SITA BACK 
BRAHMA 
GRANTED MAINA 
AND DWIVEDA THE BOON 
OF IMMORTALITY... 


THOSE TWO 
HEROES, WHO ROUTE! 
THE ARMY OF THE DEVAS, ARE 
CAPABLE OF DESTROYING LANKA 
BY THEMSELVES. SO AM I, 
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AHERO’S RETURN 


LET US CONQUER 
LANKA, KILL RAVANA 
AN? JOYFULLY PLACE 
JANAKI BETWEEN RAMA 
AN? LAKSHMANA! __ 


HANUMAN HAS 
ALREADY BURNT LANKA 
AND KILLED MANY WARRIORS. 
VERY LITTLE NOW REMAINS 
| TO BE DONE. IT WOULT NOT BE 


O INTELLIGENT 
AND MIGHTY VANARA, 
WE WERE SENT TO EXPLORE 


THE SOUTHERN QUARTER, 
NOT TO BRING SITA 


BACK. 


RAMA, A TIGER 
AMONG KINGS AND A 
PROTECTOR OF MEN, TOOK A 
VOW BEFORE ALL THE EMINENT 
VANARAS THAT HE WOULD WIN 


SITA BACK BY HIS OWN VALOR. 


IF WE RESCUE HER, IT WILL 
FALSIFY HIS VOW, ANZ 
HE WILL NOT BE 


OUR WORK WILL 
THUS BECOME FRUITLESS. 

O PRINCE, LET US RETURN TO 
RAMA ANT SUGRIVA, AND REPORT| 
WHAT WE HAVE DONE. 

WE SHOULD CARRY OUT OUR 
TASK IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
RAMA’S DECISION. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HAVING MADE UP THEIR MINPS TO DO WHATEVER WAS BEST FOR RAMA, THE JOYFUL VANARAS LEAPT 
FORWARD FROM MT MAHENDRA, KEEN ON DELIVERING THE HAPPY NEWS AND EAGER FOR THE BATTLE 
AGAINST RAMA’S ENEMY. 


[ 


O PRINCE, WE HAVE 
REACHED SUGRIVA'S GROVE, 
MATHUVANA. PLEASE GIVE US 


AHERO’S RETURN 


WITH THE PERMISSION OF ANGATA, JAMBAVAN AND THE OTHER ELDERS, THE EXCITED VANARAS 
SWARMED ALL OVER THE GROVE, FEASTING ON THE FRAGRANT ROOTS, FRUITS ANZ HONEY. SOON THEY 
WERE DRUNK ON HONEY AND HAPPINESS. 


DACDHIMUKHA, A HEROIC OLD VANARA, WAS IN CHARGE OF MADHUVANA. SEEING THE 
DESTROYING THE GROVE 


VANARAS! COME, BEHAVE 
YOURSELVES NOW! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE DRUNKEN VANARAS FORGOT THAT DAPHIMUKHA WAS THE KING’S SERVANT, DOING HIS DUTY. 
TOS Sa 


; ENJOY THE 
HONEY, O VANARAS! 


CHEERING THEIR LEADERS, THE VANARAS CONTINUED TO ENJOY THEMSEL! 


GUARDS TO STOP THEM, BUT - =~ Do \ 
f me 


[~ 
Wea 


AHERO’S RETURN 


THE GUARDS RETURNED TO DADHIMUKHA TO COMPLAIN ABOUT THE TREATMENT THEY HAV RECEIVED. |® 


COME WITH 
ME, I SHALL CHASE 
AWAY THOSE ARROGANT, 
VANARAS! 


SUGRIVA LOVES 
THIS ANCESTRAL GROVE. 


OF ITS DESTRUCTION THAT HE 
WILL HAVE THESE VANARAS 


Pur TO DEATH, AS THEY 
DESERVE! 


WHY 15 
THIS VANARA }/ DaDHIMUKHA IS THE KEEPER OF MADHLVANA. 
SO UPSET? HE SAYS THE VANARAS LED BY ANGAVA HAVE 

ENTERED MAVHUVANA, DRUNK THE HONEY 
AND DESTROYED THE GROVE. P 


WHY ARE \ 
YOU LYING AT MY \ — 
FEET? IS ALL WELL 

AT MAPHUVANA?, 


Ter now | 
NEVER 7O SUCH A 
THING UNLESS THEY HAVE 
CARRIED OUT THEIR MISSION 
SUCCESSFULLY. SURELY SITA 
HAS BEEN FOUNT... AND BY NONE 
| OTHER THAN HANUMAN! HE 
S OH KING, ALONE IS CAPABLE OF 
THE GROVE IS LAID THIS TASK. 
WASTE BY VANARAS! THEY ‘) 
ASSAULTED US AND ARE 
EATING UP THE FRUITS 
AND DRINKING 


TOLERATE THEIR BEHAVIOUR 
BECAUSE THEY HAVE DONE THEIR: 
DUTY. GO BACK AND SEND 
THEM TO Us. I WISH TO 
QUESTION THEM. 


of THAT THE VANARAS HAVE 
DRUNK THE HONEY. WE MUST a 


AHERO’S RETURN 


GUARDS, O PRINCE! 
ENJOY THE HONEY WHICH 
IS RIGHTFULLY YOURS, AS 

IT WAS YOUR FATHER'S 
AN? YOUR 
FOREFATHERS'! 


YOUR UNCLE 3 

SUGRIVA IS DELIGHTED RAMA HAS ALSO HEART 

TO HEAR OF YOUR ARRIVAL THIS NEWS. NOW THAT 

YOU VALIANT VANARAS HAVE 
DRUNK HONEY TO YOUR 
HEART'S CONTENT, 
LET US GOTO 
SUGRIVA. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


TAKE HEART! 
ANGAVA WOULD NOT . 
Y HAVE RETURNED AFTER THE 
TIME LIMIT, UNLESS HE HAZ 
FOUND SITA. NOR WOULD HE 
HAPPILY RAID THE GROVE 
GIFTED TO MY FOREFATHERS, 
BY THE GODS. 


AN ARMY LED 
BY JAMBAVAN ANZ 
ANGATA, WITH HANUMAN AS A 
COUNSELLOR, CANNOT FAIL! SITA 
HAS SURELY BEEN FOLIND, ANZ 
BY NONE OTHER THAN 
HANUMAN, HERE COME 
THOSE PROUD 
VANARAS! 


IN HER DEVOTION 
TO RAMA! 


AHERO'S RETURN 


‘ON THE SLOPES OF THE BEAUTIFUL MT PRASRAVANA, HANUMAN HANPED? OVER SITA’S CHOODAMANI ANP 
FAITHFULLY DELIVERED ALL HER MESSAGES TO RAMA. URGED BY THE OTHER VANARAS, HE RELATE ALL 


THAT HE HAP SEEN AN? DONE IN LANKA 


MAY HEART 
MELTS AT THE SIGHT 
OF THIS JEWEL! THIS. 
EXCELLENT JEWEL, FOUNZ 
IN THE WATERS, WAS A GIFT 
FROM INDRA. SITA’S FATHER, 
PRESENTED IT TO HER AT 
OUR WEDIING. 


IT LOOKED 40 
CHARMING ON THE 
HEAD OF MY BELOVED! OH 
LAKSHMANA! COULD ANYTHING 
BE MORE PAINFUL THAN 
SEEING THIS JEWEL 
WITHOUT SITA? 


OH GENTLE ONE! 

TELL ME ALL ABOUT SITA. 
HOW DOES SHE STAY IN THE 
MIDST OF VIOLENT AND 
FRIGHTFUL RAKSHASAS? 
DOES SHE THINK OF ME? 
PLEASE TAKE ME TO 
HER AT ONCE! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HER DEVOTION 
TO YOU IS STEADFAST. SHE 
ASKS YOU TO RESCUE HER WITHIN 
A MONTH, BUT SHE WAS WORRIED 
ABOUT HOW YOU, LAKSHMANA ANZ 
THE VANARA ARMY COULD 
CROSS THE SEA. 


I TOLD HER 
OF SUGRIVA'S STRENGTH 
AND HIS RESOLVE TO HELP YOU. 
I DESCRIBED THE MIGHT OF THE 
VANARA ARMY ANU PROMISED HER 
THAT YOU AND LAKSHMANA WOULD 
REACH LANKA ON MY BACK 
VERY SOON. 


HER, SAYING SHE 
WOULD SOON SEE YOU 
CROWNED IN AYODHYA. NOW 
A PLAN MUST BE MADE TO 
CROSS THE SEA AND 
RESCUE HER! 
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minateatersterewnaeaeaes ea) 


DADIMUKHA @férga A heroic 
old VANARA in charge of protecting 
MADHUVANA 
DAKSHA @ei: Father of SURASA 
DAMAYANTI quae NALA’s wife 


DANDAKA @us@ A forest that lies 
near the YAMUNA river 


DARDURA 442 A mountain 


DASHARATHA @@rRez King of 
AYODHYA. Father of RAMA. 


DHAANYAMALINI érezrferett 
RAVANA's wife 


DHARMA & Morality 


DUNUVILA Gafaet A place by a lake 
in Sri Lanka from where people believe 
Rama fired his Brahmastra. 


DURDHARA @fz A top general in 
RAVANA’s army 


DURMUKHI aft A RAKSHASI 
guarding SITA in the ASHOKA VANA 


DUSHANA qgut RAVANA’s brother 
and was the general of an army of 
rakshasas 


DWIVEDA f@fa@ An immortal 
VANARA, Son of ASHVINI KUMARS 


EKAJATA Gepatet A RAKSHASI 
guarding SITA in the ASHOKA VANA 


GANDHARVA ater Celestial 
musician 


GANGA 273m A sacred river that rises 
in the Himalayas and flows into the Bay 
of Bengal 


GARUDA 27s The vehicle of 
VISHNU 


GOKARNA aiep0f A sacred spot where 
KESARI killed SAMBASADANA 
HANUMAN g@aret A VANARA. Son 
of VAYU and ANJANA. Minister to 
SUGRIVA 


HARIJATA @fasret A RAKSHASI 
guarding SITA in the ASHOKA VANA 


Jatayu 


HAVYAVAHANAM @@ 
Another name for AGNI, the God of Fire 


HUTASHANAM @aTaTe Another 
name for AGNI, the God of Fire 


IKSHVAKU S@eg The earliest 
ancestor of the Suryavansha kings, the 
dynasty to which RAMA belonged. and 
after whom it is named 


INDRA 329 King of gods 
INDRAJIT gage Son of RAVANA. 


JAMBAVAN siFaarey The king of the 
bears 


DEVA @at God 


JAMBUMAALI stgateft Son of 


PRAHASTA, 


JANAKA Sees King of MITHILA, 
father of SITA 


JANASTHANA Sreteetet A sacred 
place that was once terrorised by 
RAKSHASAS 


JATAYU Gerg Friend of 
DASHARATHA and ally of RAMA 


Jambavan 


SOTTO 


RETO CT COCO 
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as ees 


SoC CTO 


STOO OOOO 


Sanoaeaseaasnsasasasanssanany 


pacascaey 


emezts 


ou 


Kaalaraatri 


KAALA @1@ Time 


KAALARAATRI @1eRTAAt Goddess of 
universal desiru 


ion 


KABANDHA @4@ A RAKSHASA 
under a rishi’s curse who was set free by 
RAMA 


KAIKEYI eect DASHARATHA’s 
youngest wife, BHARATA’s mother. 


KAILASHA eat A mountain on 
which KUBERA’s palace stands 


KAUSALYA @taeat 
DASHARATHA’S chief queen, Mother 
of RAMA 


KESARI Sad Father of HAN! 


KHARA %& A powerful man-eati 
rakshasa, and the brother of RAVANA 


KINKARA fase RAKSHASAS 


KISHKINDHA fessfeser The 
VANARA kingdom 


KISHKU f@>e@ An ancient unit of 


measurement 

KOSALA @h8@ A rich and prosperous 
territory, the capital of which was 
AYODHYA, 


KUBE] 


A PAL God of wealth 


KUMBHAKARNA osteo Brother 
of RAVANA 


LAKSHMANA @@aut Brother of 
RAMA. son of SUMITRA. 


LANKA apt RAVANA’s kingdom 


MAALYAVAAN 21eaar A mountain 
where KESARI lived 


MADHUVANA Agqei A honey-filled 
grove belonging to SUGRIVA 
MAHENDRA @eq A big mountain 
from where HANUMAN leapt towards 
LANKA 

MAINAKA ates A winged mountain 
that resided under the sea 


MITHILA fAféren Kingdom of 
JANAKA 


NAGA @feT Snake 


Khara 


NAGARJUNAKONDA 
A)historical Buddhist 
town in Andhra Pradesh 


NAKKEERAR SRR A Tamil poet 
who lived around 200 BCE 
NALA et DAMAYANTI's husband 


NANDI aa SHIVA’s divine bull who 
cursed RAVANA 


NIKUMBHILA fegpfFter A goddess 
worshipped by the RAKSHASAS 


NILA @ffe A strong VANARA in 
SUGRIV: 


\'s army 


PRAGHASA De One of RAV: 
top five generals 


MAINDA eq An immortal VANARA, 
Son of ASHVINI KUMARS, 


MALAYA 4ea A mountain 
MANASSHILA 4a-f8rer A mineral 


found in rocks, known as realgar or ruby 
sulphur 


MARUT 43a Wind gods 


PRAHASTA ee One of RAVANA’S 
ministers 


PRASRAVANA DRaUT A mountain on 
which RAMA and LAKSHMANA stayed 


Ss a as 
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RAVANA’s flying golden chariot 


RAGHAVA 21@@ The clan to which 
RAMA belonged 


RAJAS ZT Angry, passionate nature 


RAKSHASA Zar The male members 
of the Rakshasa race 


RAKSHASI Zier The female 
members of the Rakshasa race 


RAMA 2 Prince of AYODHYA. Son 
of KAUSALYA and DASHARATHA 


RAMAYANA ZrATUT The epic written 
by VALMIKI that tells the story of 
RAMA 


RAVANA 21a0T The ten-headed king of 
LANKA. 


RIG VEDA 3898 One of the four 
vedas, ancient Sanskrit texts 


FT OT OI OT OI CTO OI OO OO OO BOE BOO Ba OO UO EO Eas 


RISHI 38f& A holy man 


RISHYAMUKHA 322 Ahill 
where SUGRIVA takes refuge from VALI 


RUDRA %¥ Another name for Shiva 


RUDRA Sg The 11 Rudras are 
ADITT’s sons 


RUMA Sa SUGR: 
SADHU @& A holy man 
SAGARA @r God of the sea 


SAMBASADANA Qteafar@@ An evil 
RAKSHASA killed by ARI 


SAMPATI #urfé JATAYU’s older 
brother 


SANCHI @fef A town in the Indian 
State of Madhya Pradesh, famous for its 
Stupa 
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SATYAVAN Beda SAVITRI's 
husband 


SAVITRI arfaet SATYAVAN’s wife 
SHACHI aret INDRA’s wife 


SHATRUGHNA Son of 
SUMITRA. Twin of LAKSHMANA. 


SHIVA {814 One of the divine triumyate; 
the destroyer 


SIDDHA faq Enlightened beings 
SIGIRIYA f¥fSRar A place in Sri 
Lanka where people believe RAVANA 
built his palace 


SIMHIKA f¥f8a5T A RAKSHASI who 
can capture her prey by its shadow 


‘s of MITHILA and 
a wife. Also considered to be an 
avatar of Lakshmi. 


SITA AMMAN @att ara A temple 


LIYA 
SITA ELIYA @tet ger A hillside 
village in Sri Lanka 


SITA KOTUWA @#tat gait A place 
in Sri Lanka where Sita is believed to 
have been held captive 


SUGRIVA ¥fta A VANARA: VALI’s 
brother; king of KISHKINDHA 


SUMERU @& A glorious golden 
mountain so high that its peak reaches 
the sun 


SUMITRA @fa1 DASHARATHA’s 
second queen, Mother of the twins 
LAKSH and SHATRUGHNA 
SURASA §Za Mother of the NAGAs 
SURYA ¥@ Sun god 

SUTRA & An ancient Hindu book 
TAPAS AUe The practice of deep 
meditation and austerities to achieve 
spiritual power 


TARA am VALI’s chief wife 


TRIJATA fst An aged RAKSHASI 
in the ASHOKA VANA. 


feral 


sane 


Saacananasasasss 


TRIKUTA fae The hill on which 
Ravana's LANKA is situated 


VAIDEHI et Another name for SITA 


VAJRA &H The thunderbolt, INDRA’s 
‘weapon 


VALI areft A VANARA; SUGRIVA’s 
brother; king of KISHKINDHA 


VANARA Tez Vanaras were the 
Strong, ape-like children of the devas 


VARUNA @01 Lord of all waters 


VASU amy The 8 Vasus are ADITI's 
sons 


VAYU aig The wind god 


VEDA &@ Ancient Indian texts 
VIBHISHANA féftwot RAVANA’s 
brother 

VIKATA féeset A RAKSHASI 
guarding SITA in the ASHO! 


VINATA faerat A RAKSHASI guarding 
‘A in the ASHOKA VANA 


ANA 


VINDHYA fasta A thickly-forested 
mountain 


VIRADHA faze A flesh-eating 
rakshasa who lived in the DANDAKA 
forest 


VIRUPAKSHA f&suT@ One of 
RAVANA’s top five generals 


VISHNU faeqy The Preserver of the 
universe 


VISHWAKARMA fa2aasaf Architect 
of the gods 


WERAGANTOTA @zaTeiet A place 
in Sri Lanka where people beli 
Pushpaka Vimana landed 


YAKSHA ai Male nature sp 
YAMA @& God of death and justice 


e the 


its 


YOJANA ASP A distance of about ten 
kilometres 


YUPAKSHA Queit One of RAVANA’s 
top five generals 


Viradha 


FICTION 


sas 


sess seas 


FETT STOTT OTTO 


Next in the series 


Ramayana — Yuddha Kand f 


Hanuman gets a hero's welcome when he returns from Lanka with Sita's 
message for Rama. Encouraged by his words Rama plans his next step - the 
attack on Lanka. 

Meanwhile, Vibhishana tries to persuade his brother, Ravana, to return Sita to 
Rama and save his kingdom. But he is the only one to do so. All the rest stoke 
the embers of Ravana's rage and lust and encourage him to prepare for war. 
Vibhishana's advice is scorned by both Ravana and his son, Indrajit. 
Vibhishana and his followers leave Lanka and go to Rama for protection. They 
are warmly welcomed by Rama. 

Rama and his massive army cross the sea using the bridge that Nala, 
Vishwakarma's son, makes for them. In Lanka, both sides take stock of each 
other and prepare for battle. In the days that follow many mighty warriors are 
laid to rest including Ravana's brother, Kumbhakarna and his sons including 
Indrajit. Lakshmana is injured but is saved by medicinal herbs brought from 
the Himalayas by Hanuman. Rama himself is pierced by arrows and bound by 
magical serpents. 

Then, rishi Agastya visits the battlefield. He advises Rama to invoke the 
blessings of the sun god by reciting the Aditya Hrudayam. In the subsequent 
confrontation Ravana is killed. Vibhishana mourns his brother and so do 
Mandodari and all the other queens of the valiant lord of Lanka. Rama, having 
ended all enmity with Ravana after his death asks Vibhishana to give the Jf 
demon king a funeral befitting his stature. ; 
Rama then asks Vibhishana to bring Sita to him. But when she comes he 

spurns her saying she has lived in another man's palace. Full of anger and 

sorrow Sita performs the agnipariksha to prove her fidelity and comes out of 

the fire unharmed. Rama then says that he had never doubted her but made 

her undergo the test for the benefit of others. 

Rama, Sita and Lakshmana, along with Hanuman, Vibhishana, Sugreeva and 

the entire army, travel on the gigantic Pushpaka Vimana to Ayodhya. Bharata 
welcomes his brothers with open arms and reinstates Rama on the throne. 


Amar Chitra Katha’s 
~<. Ramayana 


The Complete Series 
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THE RAMAYANA — SUNDARA KAND 


It is said that reading the Sundara Kand is as good as reading the whole of the Ramayana. 
Sundara Kand or the Beautiful Episode tells the story of Hanuman and his flight to Lanka in 
search of Sita. a 


Pa 


Hanuman’s search for Sita takes us through the prosperous streets of Lanka and into Ravana’s 
splendid palace where the valiant demon king lives with his beautiful wives and sons. When 
he finally finds Sita sitting lonely and forlorn in Ashoka Vana, he is overwhelmed with anger 
and sorrow at her grief. Consoling her by speaking about Rama and taking from her an 
ornament as proof of their meeting, Hanuman gives vent to his fury. He uproots Ashoka 
Vana and destroys everything in sight. He then allows himself to be captured by Ravana’s 
guards. They take him to Ravana’s court where he admonishes Ravana and tells him to 
release Sita or face the wrath of Rama. 


Enraged by Hanuman’s audacity, Ravana orders his tail to be set on fire. Hanuman breaks 
his bonds and with the flaming tail leaps from one mansion to another setting each one on 
fire till the whole of Lanka is caught in a raging blaze. 


Amar Chitra Katha tells the enthralling story of the fifth book of Valmiki’s Ramayana — 
Sundara Kand. 


SUNDARA KAND IS FOLLOWED BY YUDDHA KAND AND UTTARA KAND. 
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BM) 978-99-86458.30-1 


ill) 391 
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‘s Ramayana box-set and should not be 


